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We believe in one God, eternally existing in three Persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Note: all scriptures are from the NKJV unless otherwise indicated

1. The Trinity:

a. Doctrine of the Trinity:

i. The doctrine of the Trinity is, in its last analysis, a deep mystery that cannot be
fathomed by the finite mind. That it is taught in the Scripture, however, there can be no
reasonable doubt. It is a doctrine to be believed even though it cannot be thoroughly
understood.

b. Trinity in the O.T.

i. This doctrine is not so much declared as intimated in the Old Testament. The burden of
the Old Testament message seems to be the unity of God. Yet the doctrine of the Trinity
is clearly intimated in a four-fold way:

1. First: In the plural names of the Deity; e. g., Elohim
2. Second: Personal pronouns used of the Deity.

a. Gen. 1:26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to
Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the
birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every
creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”

b. Gen.11:7 ™ let Us go down and there confuse their language, that
they may not understand one another’s speech.”

c. lIsa. 6:8 Also | heard the voice of the Lord, saying: “Whom shall | send,
And who will go for Us?” Then | said, “Here am I! Send me.”

3. Third: The Theophanies, especially the “Angel of the Lord.”

a. Gen. Chapter 16 and 18

4. Fourth: The work of the Holy Spirit.

a. Gen. 1:2 The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the
face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the
waters.

b. Judges 6:34But the Spirit of the LORD came upon Gideon; then he blew
the trumpet, and the Abiezrites gathered behind him.

ii. In his book The Battle for the Beginning : The Bible on Creation and the Fall of Adam,
John MacArthur states the following:
1. In Genesis 1:26, for the first time in the Bible, God introduces Himself with
personal pronouns. Significantly, they are plural pronouns. Not, “Let Me....”; but,
“Let Us make man in Our image,” and thus we are introduced to a plurality of

'Evans, W., & Coder, S. M. (1998, c1974). The great doctrines of the Bible. Includes index. (Enl. ed.) (26). Chicago: Moody
Press.

’Evans, W., & Coder, S. M. (1998, c1974). The great doctrines of the Bible. Includes index. (Enl. ed.) (26). Chicago: Moody
Press.
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relationships in the Godhead. Here is the first major, unmistakable evidence of
the Trinity. The fact of multiple Persons in the Godhead has been hinted at in the
Hebrew word for God that is used in twenty—one of the first twenty—five verses
of Scripture, because elohim takes the form of a plural noun in Hebrew. But the
plural pronouns of verse 26 make the point even more forcefully. It is by no
means a full revelation of the doctrine of the Trinity, but it is an unmistakable
reference to plurality within the Godhead, and it begins to lay the groundwork
for what we later learn of the Trinity from the New Testament.

There was at least one other earlier hint of the Trinity in verse 2, where we were
told that the Spirit of God hovered above the face of the waters. But now we see
even more clearly that there is a sort of divine executive committee—a council in
the Godhead.

The same truth is unfolded with even more clarity in the first chapter of John’s
Gospel, which begins with an echo of Genesis 1:1: “In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing
was made that was made”

a. John 1:1-3 & 14 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. * He was in the beginning with God. 3 All
things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that
was made. ... ** And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we
beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of
grace and truth.

That, of course, refers to the Second Member of the Trinity, Jesus Christ (cf. v.
14)—who was with God at creation and is Himself God.

By putting all those passages together, we see that all three Members of the
Trinity were active in creation. The Father was overseeing and decreeing the
work. The eternal Word was “with God” and involved in every aspect of the
creative process. And the Spirit was brooding over the waters, which also
suggests the most intimate kind of hands—on involvement in the process. So with
the light of the New Testament shining on this passage, the plural pronouns of
Genesis 1:26 take on a rich depth of meaning. This is one of many Old Testament
passages that indicate communication between the members of the Trinity. In
Psalm 2:7, for example, we read, “I will declare the decree: The Lord has said to
Me, ‘You are My Son, today | have begotten You.” There the speaker is the
Second Member of the Trinity—the Son—and He is quoting words spoken by the
First Member of the Trinity—the Father. This is the eternal decree that defines
the intra—Trinitarian relationship between Father and Son.

Then in Psalm 45:7 the Father is speaking to the Son: “You love righteousness
and hate wickedness; therefore God, Your God, has anointed You with the oil of
gladness more than Your companions.” (That verse is cited in Hebrews 1:9,
where the speaker is clearly identified as the Father, and the one being spoken
to is shown to be Christ the Son.)

In Psalm 110:1 the psalmist writes, “The Lord said to my Lord, ‘Sit at My right
hand, till | make Your enemies Your footstool.”” There again the Father (“the
Lord”) speaks to the Son (“my Lord”) and promises Him eternal dominion.

Isaiah 48 includes an even more remarkable passage. In verse 12 the speaker is
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plainly identified as “the First, [and] also the Last.” (This is a reference to Christ—
cf. Revelation 22:13.) And in verse 16, He says, “I have not spoken in secret from
the beginning; from the time that it was, | was there. And now the Lord God and
His Spirit have sent Me.” So the speaker is God the Son, and He quite plainly
speaks of “the Lord God and His Spirit” as different Persons in the Godhead.
Such references are found throughout the Old Testament. By themselves, they
were not enough to give the typical Old Testament reader a full understanding of
Trinitarian doctrine, but they were conspicuous hints of what would later be
clearly revealed through the incarnation of Christ and the coming of the Holy
Spirit at Pentecost. They were clues showing a plurality in the Godhead.

Here in Genesis 1 the expression suggests both communion and consultation
among the Members of the Trinity. “Let Us make man in Our image, according to
Our likeness” (v. 26). It also signifies perfect agreement and a clear purpose. It is,
as a matter of fact, a crucial step toward the fulfillment of a promise made
“before time began” (Titus 1:2)—a promise made in eternity past between the
Members of the Trinity. Wrapped up in that promise was the entire redemptive
plan of God. In short, the Father had promised the Son a redeemed people for
His bride. And the Son had promised to die in order to redeem them. All of this
occurred in eternity past, before creation was begun. 3

c. Doctrine of the Trinity in the N.T.:
i. The doctrine of the Trinity is clearly taught in the New Testament; it is not merely
intimated, as in the Old Testament, but explicitly declared. This is evident from the
following:

1.

First: The baptism of Christ: Matt. 3:16, 17. Here the Father speaks from heaven;
the Son is being baptized in the Jordan; and the Spirit descends in the form of a
dove.

a. Matt. 3:16-17 When He had been baptized, Jesus came up immediately
from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened to Him, and He
saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting upon Him.
YAnd suddenly a voice came from heaven, saying,“This is My beloved
Son, in whom | am well pleased.”

Second: In the Baptismal Formula: Matt. 28:19—“Baptizing them in the name
[sing.] of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.”

a. Matt. 28:19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

. Third: The Apostolic Benediction: 2 Cor. 13:14—“The grace of our Lord Jesus

Christ ... love of God ... communion of the Holy Ghost.”
a. 2Cor. 13:14 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen.
Fourth: Christ Himself teaches it in John 14:16—“l will praythe F a t h Kemwill ...
give you another Comforter.”

*MacArthur, J. (2001). The battle for the beginning : The Bible on creation and the fall of Adam (160). Nashville, TN: W

Pub. Group.
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a. John 14:16 And | will pray the Father, and He will give you another

Helper, that He may abide with you forever—
5. Fifth: The New Testament sets forth:

a. A Father whois God,

i. Rom. 1:7 To all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called to be
saints: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord
Jesus Christ.

b. A Son who is God,

i. Heb.1:8 ButtotheSonHesays:* Your t hr oforewer O
and ever; A scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your
kingdom.

c. A Holy Spirit who is God,

i. Acts 5:3-4 But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your
heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and keep back part of the price of
the land for yourself? * While it remained, was it not your own?
And after it was sold, was it not in your own control? Why have
you conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied to men
but to God.”

6. The whole is summed up in the words of Boardman: “The Father is all the
fulness of the Godhead invisible, John 1:18; the Son is all the fulness of the
Godhead manifested, John 1:14-18; the Spirit is all the fulness of the Godhead
acting immediately upon the creature, 1 Cor. 2:9, 10.” 4

a. John 1:14-18 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we
beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of
grace and truth. *> John bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, “This
was He of whom | said, ‘He who comes after me is preferred before me,
for He was before me.” ” ' And of His fullness we have all received, and
grace for grace. *” For the law was given through Moses, but grace and
truth came through Jesus Christ. *® No one has seen God at any time. The
only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared
Him.

b. 1Cor.2:9-10 Butasitiswritten:®* Eye has not s/koen,
have entered into the heart of man The things which God has prepared
for those WBuGoHHaswevealdd them td us through His
Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.

ii. (Eph. 1:3-14) This doctrine holds that Scripture’s one God exists in three coequal
Persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. The word “trinity” is not found in the
Bible. But the N.T. clearly teaches what the O.T. points to: Jesus is God the Son, who
from eternity was God with the Father (cf. John 1:1&14, and that the Holy Spirit is a
Person of the same kind (cf. John 14:16).”

*Evans, W., & Coder, S. M. (1998, c1974). The great doctrines of the Bible. Includes index. (Enl. ed.) (28). Chicago: Moody
Press.

> Adapted from: Richards, L. O. (1991; Published in electronic form by Logos Research Systems, 1996). The Bible readers
companion (electronic ed.) (797). Wheaton: Victor Books.
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1. Eph.1:3-5& 13-14 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, * just
as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be
holy and without blame before Him in love, ® having predestined us to adoption
as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will,

BIn Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation; in whom also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of
promise, ** who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the
purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.

2. John 14:15-17 “ “If you love Me, keep My commandments. And I will pray the

Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may abide with you
forever— ’ the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it
neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and
will be in you.

d. Thoughts in Conclusion:

i. A Christian minister once had a member of a well-known Jehovah’s Witness cult in his
audience who constantly interrupted the meeting by shouting and heckling. “You
cannot prove that Jesus is the eternal Son of God,” he said. “He was the FIRST-BORN of
every creature; so He could not be deity. The eternal Father must therefore be older
than His Son; and if Christ is not as old as His Father, then He is not eternal, if He is not
eternal, He cannot be God.”

The preacher carefully considered the statement, “A father must be older than his son”;
then he gave this withering reply: “While you might make such a point concerning an
earthly parent, it certainly does not apply when we speak of God. | will prove that you
by your own words.
“You have just called God the eternal Father. But how can God be the eternal FATHER
(not just God) without having an eternal Son? Eternal FATHERHOOD demands eternal
SONSHIP! When did your own paternal parent begin to be your father? At the very
moment you became his son, and not before! While time must elapse before one can
become a human father, this is not true of God. He is the eternal Father, and therefore
He must have an eternal Son!” The critic fell silent as he pondered the preacher’s words.
—M. R. DeHaan °

ii. To assist us in our understanding:

1. Inthe science of Chemistry we have a chemical substance that is made up of
three natural elements. It consist of two parts of hydrogen and one part of
oxygen, H,0 yet they combine together for one common purpose and make a
totally unique substance that we call Water. When we look at water with the
natural eye we see only one thing and that is the substance we call water. Yet
when we look at water through tools of chemistry we see that it is a combination
of three elements, two elements of hydrogen and one element of oxygen. For

®Tan, P. L. (1996, c1979). Encyclopedia of 7700 illustrations : A treasury of illustrations, anecdotes, facts and quotations
for pastors, teachers and Christian workers. Garland TX: Bible Communications.
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the non-scientific mind, it is hard to understand that what we see as one
substance is actually made up of different unique elements.

2. So back to the Trinity of God. From the beginning of eternity we have one
spiritual force that is made up of three separate spiritual beings. This spiritual
force consists of one part of the Father, one part of the Son (Word) and one part
of the Holy Spirit and we call this force the Trinity or the Godhead. When we
look towards this force we simply know and experience God, yet when we look
at it through the revelation of the Holy Bible we see that this force consist of
three distinct personages: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. While again,
this is hard to understand within the limited knowledge we have as mankind,
however, it does not change the fact that God does exist as three beings that
make up one God.

3. Just as water has many purposes and each element within the substance of
water have shared and unique qualities and functions, the Trinity also has many
purposes and the Father, Son and the Holy spirit have shared and unique
qualities and functions.

iii. Inthe upcoming studies we will look at the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit
individually so we can gleam from scripture what unique qualities and functions that
each one has.

iv. John Wesley said: “Bring me a worm that can comprehend a man, and then | will show
you a man that can comprehend the triune God!”Never try to arouse faith from within.

You cannot stir up faith from the depths of your heart. Leave your heart, and look into
the face of Christ.
—Andrew Murray ’

v. The most distinctive characteristic of the persons of the triune family is their selfless love
for one another. Each esteems and defers to the other in a way that makes the original
family of the trinity a model for the Christian family of believers in ¢herch.

The Father gives all authority to the Son and bears witness to Him, as does Jesus to
Himself (John 8:18). Yet the Son claims nothing for Himself; He gives all glory to the
Father who has sent Him (John 12:80). The key to unlocking the mysterfythe

trinity is to observe how the persons of the triune family give themselves to one another
in selfless | ove. They are always at on
The Father serves the Son; the Son serves the Father; Father and Son defer to the Hol
Spirit, whoin turn, serves and defers to the Father and Son in a oneness that is eternally
dynamic and inexhaustible. The mutual love of the triune persons spills over into the

creation and is seen in their generous cooperation in saving the lost
8

Tan, P. L. (1996, c1979). Encyclopedia of 7700 illustrations : A treasury of illustrations, anecdotes, facts and quotations
for pastors, teachers and Christian workers. Garland TX: Bible Communications.

8Youngblood, R. F., Bruce, F. F.,, Harrison, R. K., & Thomas Nelson Publishers. (1995). Nelson's new illustrated Bible
dictionary. Rev. ed. of: Nelson's illustrated Bible dictionary.; Includes index. Nashville: T. Nelson.
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For your own study:

Trinity
1. Doctrine of proved from Scripture. Matt 3:16,17; 28:19; Rom 8:9; 1 Cor 1P& 2 Cor 13:14; Eph
4:4i6; 1 Pet 1:2; Jude 1:20,21; Rev 1:4,5.
2. Divine titles applied to the three persons inEx 20:2; John 20:28; Acts 5:3,4.
3. Each person in, described as
Eternal. Rom 16:26; Rev 22:13; Heb 9:14.
Holy. Rev 4:8; 15:4; Acts 3:14; 1 John 2:20.
True. John 7:28; Rev 3:7.
Omnipresent.Jer 23:24; Eph 1:23; Ps 139:7.
Omnipotent. Gen 17:1; Rev 1:8; Rom 15:19; Jer 32:17; Heb 1:3; Luke 1:35.
Omniscient. Acts 15:18; John 21:17; 1 Cor 2:10,11.
Creator. Gen 1:1; Col 1:16; Job 33:4; Ps 148:5; John 1:3; §0b32
Sanctifier. Jude 1:1; Heb 2:11; 1 Pet 1:2.
Author of all spiritual operations. Heb 13:21; Col 1:29; 1 Cor 12:11.
Source of eternal life.Rom 6:23; John 10:28; Gal 6:8.
k. Teacher.Is 54:13; Luke 21:15; John 14:26; Is 48:17; Gal 1:12; 1 John 2:20.
[. Raising Christ from the dead.1 Cor 6:14; John 2:19; 1 Pet 3:18.
m. Inspiring the prophets, etc. Heb 1:1; 2 Cor 13:3; Mark 13:11.
Supplying ministers to the Church Jer 3:15; Eph 4:11; Acts 20:28; Jer 26:5; Matt 10:5; Acts 13:2.
Salvation the work of.2 Thes2:13,14; Titus 3:46; 1 Pet 1:2.
Baptism administered in name of Matt 28:19.
Benediction given in name of2 Cor 13:14.

S@~oo0oTy

— —

No ok

1. Definitions:
a. omAni Ap:presenkiea alltplaces at all tim&s
b. omAni pAoAtent
i. often cag ALMIGHTY
ii. : having virtually unlimited authority or influence anomnipotentulers
c. omAni Ap:preserhis alplaces at all tim&s

9

*MacArthur, J. J. (1997, c1997). The MacArthur Study Bible (electronic ed.) (Re 21:27). Nashville: Word Pub.

®Merriam-Webster, I. (2003). Merriam-Webster's collegiate dictionary. Includes index. (Eleventh ed.). Springfield, Mass.:
Merriam-Webster, Inc.
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WHAT IS THE TRINITY

The word trinity is not found in the Bible; indeed, many think it is a poor word to use to try to describe this
particular teaching of the Bible. Actually, it describes only half the teaching; the reason will become clear
shortly.

When you study a book like this, it may appear to you that the writer, or the church, or somebody else is
saying to you, “Here are the doctrines—believe them!” If that’s the case it is only because you are looking at
the results of someone’s study, not the process of it. We are not saying, “Here are some doctrines to be
believed whether you like it or not,” but rather, “Here are some facts to be faced. How would you harmonize
and organize them?”

The teaching on the Trinity is a good illustration of this point. You have probably heard lessons on the
Trinity in which you were taught only the results: that the one God exists in three Persons. Then you asked for
illustrations and got none that were satisfying. So you concluded that there was a doctrine you were expected
to believe—regardless! Actually, the way we ought to go about it is this: as we read the Bible, certain
astounding facts confront us and demand our attention. Specifically, the Bible seems to say clearly that there
is only one true God. But it also seems to say with equal clarity that there was a man Jesus Christ who claimed
equality with God and there is Someone called the Holy Spirit who is also equal with God. Now how do you
put those facts together? The way conservatives have put them together results in the doctrine of the Trinity.
Others have put these facts together and have come up with a different idea of the Trinity (the Persons being
modes of expression of God and not distinct persons), and still others, rejecting the claims of Christ and the
Spirit to be God, become Unitarians. But the claims are still there in the Bible, and the need for packaging
them is what we study in this section.

Any concept of the Trinity must be carefully balanced, for it must maintain on the one side the unity of
God, and on the other, the distinctness and equality of the Persons. That is why the word trinity only tells half
of the doctrine—the “threeness” part and not the unity. Perhaps the word tri-unity is better since it contains

both ideas—the “tri” (the threeness) and the “unity” (the oneness).
EVIDENCE FOR ONENESS

Deuteronomy 6:4 may be translated various ways (e.g., Yahweh our God is one Yahweh,” or “Yahweh is
our God, Yahweh alone”), but in any case it is a strong declaration of monotheism. So are Deuteronomy 4:35
and 32:39 as well as Isaiah 45:14 and 46:9. The first of the so-called Ten Commandments shows that Israel was
expected to understand that there is only one true God (Ex 20:3; Deu 5:7). The New Testament is equally clear
in passages like 1 Corinthians 8:4—6, Ephesians 4:3—6 and James 2:19, all of which state emphatically that
there is only one true God. Therefore, the doctrine of the Trinity must not imply in any way that there might
be three Gods. God is single and unique, demanding the exclusion of all pretended rivals and removing any

hint of tritheism.
EVIDENCE FOR THREENESS

Nowhere does the New Testament explicitly state the doctrine of triunity (since 1 Jn 5:7 is apparently not a
part of the genuine text of Scripture), yet the evidence is overwhelming.

1. The Father is recognized as God. Notice, among many Scripture verses, John 6:27 and 1 Peter 1:2. This
point is seldom debated.

2. Jesus Christ is recognized as God. Doubting Thomas recognized Him as such (Jn 20:28). He Himself
claimed some of the attributes which only God has, like omniscience (Mt 9:4), omnipotence (Mt 28:18) and
omnipresence (Mt 28:20). Further, He did things which only God can do (and the people recognized this) (Mk
2:1-12—healing the paralytic was done to prove that Christ had the power to forgive sins, which was
acknowledged as something only God can do).

3. The Holy Spirit is recognized as God. He is spoken of as God (Ac 5:3—4—lying to the Spirit is the same as
lying to God). He possesses the same attributes as God and those which belong exclusively to God
(omniscience, 1 Co 2:10; omnipresence, Ps 139:7). It is the Spirit who regenerates man (Jn 3:5-6, 8).
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This New Testament evidence is quite clear and explicit. Is there any similar evidence in the Old
Testament? The answer is no, because what the Old Testament reveals concerning the Trinity is not clear and
explicit but intimating and implicit. It is probably best to say that the Old Testament, although it does not
reveal the triunity of God, does allow for the later New Testament revelation of it. Passages which use the
plural word for God, Elohim, and plural pronouns of God allow for this subsequent revelation (Gen 1:1, 26).
The Angel of Yahweh is recognized as God and yet is distinct from God (Gen 22:15-16), indicating two equal
Persons. The Messiah is called the mighty God (Is 9:6 and note eternality ascribed to Him in Mic 5:2) again
indicating two equal yet distinct Persons. Probably Isaiah 48:16 is the clearest intimation of the Trinity in the
Old Testament because “I”—the Lord—is associated with God and the Spirit in an apparently equal

relationship. But still these are only intimations and are not so explicit as the New Testament evidences.
THE EVIDENCE FOR TRIUNITY

Probably the verse that best states the doctrine of the triunity of God balancing both aspects of the
concept, the unity and the Trinity, is Matthew 28:19, “baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost.” There is no question about the “threeness” aspect, for the Father, Son, and Spirit
are mentioned—and only three. The unity is strongly indicated in the singular “name” rather than “names.”
There are other verses similar to this one where the three are associated in equality and yet distinguished (like
the benediction in 2 Co 13:14 and the presence of the Trinity at the baptism of Christ, Mt 3:16—17), but they
do not also contain the strong emphasis on unity as indicated in the singular “name” in Matthew 28:19.

Having looked at the evidence and having concluded that there is one God and yet three Persons in the
Godhead, is it possible to formalize this concept in a definition? Warfield’s is one of the best: “The doctrine
that there is one only and true God, but in the unity of the Godhead there are three eternal and co-equal
Persons, the same in substance but distinct in subsistence.” Subsistence means being or existence. The word
personis really not so good, because it seems to indicate separate individuals in the Godhead; but, though
we all recognize deficiency in the word, what better one is there?

Can the Trinity be illustrated? Not perfectly, nor probably very well, because most illustrations cannot
include the idea that the three fully possess all the qualities of the one equally and without separation. One
illustration from psychology notes that the innermost being of man—his soul—can carry on dialogue with
itself, noting both sides of the debate and making judgments. Another uses the sun (like the Father) and
notes that we only see the light of the sun, not the sun itself, which yet possesses all the properties of the
sun (like the Son who came to earth), and observing further that the chemical power of the sun (which also
possesses all the qualities of the sun and yet is distinct) is what makes plants grow. The sun, its light, and its
power may give some help in illustrating the Trinity.

It is no wonder that a difficult doctrine like this has been the focal point of many errors throughout church
history. One error that crops up again and again sees the Spirit as a mere influence and not a living person
who is God. Sometimes Christ, too, is regarded as inferior to the Father, even as is some created being
(dynamic Monarchianism, Arianism, present-day Unitarianism). Another error regards the concept of the
Trinity as merely modes or manifestations of God (Sabellianism, after Sabellius, c. A.D. 250, or modalism). Karl
Barth was for all intents and purposes a modalist, though he often rejected the label.

Is the teaching important? How else could one conceive of our atonement being accomplished apart from
a triune God? God becoming man, living, dying, raised from the dead is pretty hard to conceive of if you are a
Unitarian. Does not this doctrine illuminate the concept of fellowship? The fact that God is Father, Son, and
Spirit emphasizes the fact that He is a God of love and fellowship within His own being. And this is the one
with whom we as believers can enjoy fellowship as well. **

"Ryrie, C. C. (1995, c1972). A survey of Bible doctrine. Chicago: Moody Press. Emphasis added.
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