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We believe the Holy Bible as the divinely inspired, revealed and inerrant Word of God and 
submit to this as the infallible authority in all matters of faith, doctrine and Christian living. 

 

Note: all scriptures are from the NKJV unless otherwise indicated 

1. Divinely Inspired 

a. 2 Tim. 3:14-17: 14 But you must continue in the things which you have learned 
and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them, 15 and that 
from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you 
wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.  
16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for  instruction in righteousness, 17  that the man of God 
may be complete,  thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

i. The words interpreted: “inspiration of God” in NKJV is more accurately 
translated “breathed out by God” or simply “God-Breathed”. 

ii. The Analytical lexicon of the Greek New Testament tells us: 
θεόπνευστος, ον of the Scriptures as communication that has been 
ordained by God’s authority and produced by the enabling of his Spirit; 
strictly God-breathed; hence divinely inspired, inspired by God 1 

b. I Cor. 2:13: 13 These things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom 
teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with 
spiritual 

i. This passage further indicates to us that the words used in the Bible are 
not the words of men but of the Holy Spirit.  We do see the unique 
writing style and gifts of the writer but we acknowledge that the themes 
and word choices used were from God.  

c. The writers of the Bible did not give their own private interpretation of things, 
but wrote the message which was given to them by God. “Knowing this first, that 
no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation, for prophecy never 
came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the 
Holy Spirit” (2 Pet. 1:20, 21).  
It is false to say that God simply gave the thoughts to the individual writers and 
allowed them to express these thoughts in their own words. The truth insisted 
on in the Scriptures is that the very words originally given by God to men were 
God-breathed. 2  

d. The study of the Bible is profitable in at least four different ways.  
i. Doctrine is teaching. Paul highlights correct teaching first; Luke also 

emphasizes the Jerusalem church’s commitment to doctrine first (Acts 
2:42).  

                                                           
1Friberg, T., Friberg, B., & Miller, N. F. (2000). Vol. 4: Analytical lexicon of the Greek New Testament. 

Baker's Greek New Testament library (196). Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Books. 

2MacDonald, W., & Farstad, A. (1997, c1995). Believer's Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments (2 

Ti 3:16). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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ii. Reproof is conviction. This is not simply a rebuke; it is demonstrating 
some truth beyond dispute.  

iii. Correction refers to setting something straight (2:15).  
iv. Instruction refers to the process of training a child. In this list, only one of 

these terms is oriented to knowledge and information—that is, doctrine 3  
 

2. Divinely Revealed 

a. Definition | MW Collegiate Dict. (11th Ed.) re•veal  
1           : to make known through divine inspiration  
2           : to make (something secret or hidden) publicly or generally known  
3           : to open up to view: DISPLAY  
syn REVEAL, DISCLOSE, DIVULGE, TELL, BETRAY mean to make known what has been or 
should be concealed. REVEAL may apply to supernatural or inspired revelation of 

truths beyond the range of ordinary human vision or reason ₄divine will as 

revealed in sacred writings> 
b. Eph. 2:1-6 1 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you Gentiles— 

2 if indeed you have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which was 
given to me for you, 3 how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery 
(as I have briefly written already, 4 by which, when you read, you may 
understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ), 5 which in other ages was 
not made known to the sons of men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to 
His holy apostles and prophets: 6 that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of the 
same body, and partakers of His promise in Christ through the gospel,  

c. Romans 16:25-27 27: Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my 
gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the 
mystery kept secret since the world began 26but now made manifest, and by the 
prophetic Scriptures made known to all nations, according to the commandment 
of the everlasting God, for obedience to the faith— 27to God, alone wise, be 
glory through Jesus Christ forever. Amen.  

i. The truth made known mentioned in these verses is the truth that the 
Gentiles were also to be part of the salvation plan. In the OT this idea 
would have never been accepted and those who spoke such things would 
have been classed as heretics. Yet this was God’s plan all along, men 
decided this would never be based upon their interpretation of the 
revelation God had given them. What they filed to see was God only gave 
them a portion of His entire revelation.  
We need to learn from this, we can only act upon the portion of 
revelation God gave to us, we should never try to determine the entire 
heart of God on any topic based upon what we are given in part. 

d. Revelation is as important today as it ever was. 

                                                           
3Radmacher, E. D., Allen, R. B., & House, H. W. (1999). Nelson's new illustrated Bible commentary (2 Ti 

3:16). Nashville: T. Nelson Publishers. 
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e. All revelation from God will be backed up by the rightly divided Word of God 
(scripture) 
 

3. Inerrant / Infallible 

a. Definition | MW Collegiate Dict. (11th Ed.) in•er•rant = free from error 
b. Definition | MW Collegiate Dict. (11th Ed.) in•fal•li•ble  

1   : incapable of error: unerring   

2   : not liable to mislead, deceive, or disappoint: certain  

3   : incapable of error in defining doctrines touching faith or morals  

c. Psalm 12:6 6     The words of the LORD are pure words, Like silver tried in a 
furnace of earth, Purified seven times.  

d. John17:17 17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.  
e. Psalm 19:7-10 7    “The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul;  

The testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple;  
The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart;  
The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes;  
The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever;  
The judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether.  
More to be desired are they than gold,  
Yea, than much fine gold;  
Sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. 

f. We must accept that there is no error in the Bible. Men claim that the Bible is full 

of contradictions and errors. And in my study I have ran across what appears to 

be contradictions on the surface. However once I study the passages that seem 

to be opposite and strive to rightly divide the word of God I then realize that 

they were not contradicting one another, instead they bring us to a more 

enlightened revelation of who God is and of His ways.  

i. Take for example the scripture is specific that we only obtain salvation 

through faith and by grace in Jesus Christ alone and that it is not by any 

of our own works. However other scriptures tell us that we are justified 

by our works.  This seems contradictory, but they simply point to 

different truths: 

1. We are only worthy before the Father and deemed without sin 

because of the atoning works of Christ.  

2. In addition, once we are under grace we then have righteous 

works to perform in reasonable service back to God. 

 

4. Final Authority 

a. Authority is: the power or right to do something, particularly to give orders and 
see that they are followed. The word “authority” as used in the Bible usually 
means a person’s right to do certain things because of the position or office held 
by that person. This word emphasizes the legality and right needed to do 
something. 
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b. The two basic forms of authority are: 
i.  intrinsic authority (belonging to one’s essential nature)  

ii. derived authority (given to one from another source).  
c. Since “there is no authority except from God” (Rom. 13:1), every kind of 

authority other than that of God Himself is derived and therefore secondary to 
God’s power (John 19:11). 

d. One derived authority is above every other kind of derived authority, and that is 
the Bible. Because the Bible is inspired by God (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:20–21), it 
has divine power and authority. God did not give the Scriptures to be read only, 
but to be believed and obeyed.4  

e. Since the Bible is The Word of God, His divinely inspired and revealed Word and 
is inerrant and infallible we therefore submit to the rightly divided and revealed 
word of God as the final authority in all.  

i. Final in all matters of Faith 
ii. Final in determining all doctrine. 

iii. And final in leading us in every manner we should live as a Christian. 

 

                                                           
4Youngblood, R. F., Bruce, F. F., Harrison, R. K., & Thomas Nelson Publishers. (1995). Nelson's new 

illustrated Bible dictionary. Rev. ed. of: Nelson's illustrated Bible dictionary.; Includes index. Nashville: T. 

Nelson. 
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Appendix A: What the Bible tells us about Scripture: 

Not to be altered, Deuteronomy 4:2. 

Truth learned, lived, Deuteronomy 6:6ï9; 10:18ï21. 

Scripture contains both blessings and curses, Joshua 8:34. 

Relaying instructions, Joshua 1:8; 23:6. 

Complete reading of the law, Joshua 8:35. 

Blessing, warning as death approaches, Joshua 23:14ï16. 

Small emphasis given to word of the Lord, 1 Samuel 3:1. 

God reveals Himself through His Word, 1 Samuel 3:21. 

Trustworthy words, 2 Samuel 7:28; Nehemiah 9:8; Psalm 12:6. 

The Lord our lamp, 2 Samuel 22:29. 

Not one word of Godôs promise can fail, 1 Kings 8:56. 

Reading of Scripture long neglected, 2 Kings 22:10ï20. 

The Lord does what He promises, 2 Chronicles 6:4, 14ï15. 

Scripture abandoned, 2 Chronicles 12:1. 

No God, no priest, no law in Israel, 2 Chronicles 15:3. 

Book of law lost in temple, 2 Chronicles 34:14ï15. 

Respect for scriptures, Nehemiah 8:5. 

Lifetime study, Ezra 7:10  

Day after day Scripture reading, Nehemiah 8:17ï18. 

Bread from heaven, Nehemiah 9:15. 

Delight in law of the Lord, Psalm 1:2; Jeremiah 15:16. 

Obeying teachings of Godôs Word, Psalm 18:22. 

Flawless Word of God, Psalms 18:30; 19:7ï8; Proverbs 30:5; Ezekiel 12:26ï28. 

Sweeter than honey, Psalms 19:10; 119:103. 

Seeing light in Godôs light, Psalm 36:9. 

Godôs Word gives credence to words of believers, Psalm 37:30ï31. 

Knowledge of Godôs Word leads to desire for His will, Psalm 40:8. 

Giving praise to Godôs Word, Psalm 56:10. 

Godôs covenant never changes, Psalms 105:8ï9; 111:5. 

Delight in the Lordôs commands, Psalm 112:1. 

Blessing for obeying Scripture, Psalm 119:1ï16. 

Godôs word in heart, Psalm 119:11; Isaiah 51:7. 

Prayer for perception in study of Scripture, Psalm 119:18. 

Seeking, considering, hastening to obey, Psalm 119:57ï64. 

Affliction turns us to Scripture, Psalm 119:71. 

Eternal Word of the Lord, Psalm 119:89. 

Lamp, light, Psalm 119:105. 

God-given ability to understand, Psalm 119:125. 

ñBag of seed,ò Psalm 126:6. 

Trusting confidently in Godôs promises, Psalms 130:5ï6; 145:13. 

Lamp, light, discipline, Proverbs 6:20ï23. 

Attitudes toward Scripture, Proverbs 13:13. 

Discovered proverbs, Proverbs 25:1. 

Honor of kings, Proverbs 25:2. 

Message in depth, Isaiah 28:13. 

Sword of Lord bathed in blood, Isaiah 34:6. 

Searching scripture, Isaiah 34:16. 
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Dependence upon Godôs promises, Isaiah 37:1ï38. 

Word of God stands forever, Isaiah 40:8. 

Godôs Word will not return empty, Isaiah 55:10ï11. 

Challenging fulfillment of Scripture, Jeremiah 17:15. 

Persecuted for proclaiming Godôs Word, Jeremiah 20:7ï8; 37:20ï21. 

Substituting dreams for the Word of God, Jeremiah 23:25ï32. 

Fire, hammer, Jeremiah 23:29. 

Verbal inspiration of Scripture, Jeremiah 30:2; Revelation 1:11. 

Those who would silence Godôs Word, Jeremiah 47:6ï7. 

Promise of judgment fulfilled, Lamentations 2:17. 

Scroll eaten, sweet as honey, Ezekiel 3:1ï3. 

Adept scriptural understanding, Daniel 9:2. 

Famine for words of the Lord, Amos 8:11ï12. 

Certain Godôs revelation will come to pass, Habakkuk 2:3. 

Satanôs misuse of Scripture, response of Jesus, Matthew 4:1ï11; Luke 4:1ï13. 

Not by bread alone, Matthew 4:4 (See Deuteronomy 8:3). 

All truth will be fulfilled, Matthew 5:17ï18. 

Sower parable, Matthew 13:1ï23. 

Believe good news, Mark 1:14ï15. 

Wealth, worry numb understanding of Scripture, Mark 4:19. 

Revelation without external evidence, Mark 8:11ï12. 

Many attempted to record New Testament events, Luke 1:1ï4. 

Living Word pierces soul, Luke 2:34ï35. 

Jewish synagogue reading custom, Luke 4:16. 

Parable of sower, Luke 8:4ï15. 

Taking Jesus at His word, John 4:50. 

Message of salvation, John 5:24. 

Those who read in vain, John 5:39ï40. 

Living Scripture, John 6:63. 

Sanctifying truth, John 17:17. 

Conversion of Ethiopian eunuch, Acts 8:26ï39. 

Use of Scripture in bold witness, Acts 13:13ï52. 

Example of reasoning, Acts 17:2ï4. 

Eager to examine Scriptures, Acts 17:11. 

Thorough knowledge of Scriptures, Acts 18:24ï26. 

Scriptures as authority concerning Jesus, Acts 18:28. 

Those who do not have scriptural guidance, Romans 2:14ï15. 

Godôs Word does not fail, Romans 9:6ï7. 

Faith comes through the Word, Romans 10:17. 

Holy Spiritôs guidance in Bible study, 1 Corinthians 2:6ï16. 

Milk and solid food, 1 Corinthians 3:1ï2; Hebrews 5:11ï14; 1 Peter 2:2. 

Bread of truth, 1 Corinthians 5:8. 

Recognition of writings as authentic, 1 Corinthians 14:37ï38. 

Received by revelation, Galatians 1:12. 

Cleansing water, Ephesians 5:26. 

Helmet, sword, Ephesians 6:17. 

Power of Gospel however proclaimed, Philippians 1:15ï18. 

Richness of the Word in oneôs life, Colossians 3:16. 

Scripture impact, 2 Thessalonians 2:13. 
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Public reading of Scripture, 1 Timothy 4:13. 

Word of God not chained, 2 Timothy 2:8. 

Correctly handling Word of truth, 2 Timothy 2:15. 

Foundation stands firm, 2 Timothy 2:19. 

Influence of Scriptures since childhood, 2 Timothy 3:14ï15. 

Use of Scripture in teaching and training, 2 Timothy 3:16. 

All Scripture God-breathed, 2 Timothy 3:16ï17. 

Paying attention to Scripture, Hebrews 2:1ï3. 

Double-edged sword, Hebrews 4:12. 

Scriptures discern good from evil, Hebrews 5:11ï14. 

Birth through the Word of truth, James 1:18. 

Cleansing work of Scripture, James 1:21. 

ñObey Godôs message,ò James 1:22. 

Divine mirror, James 1:23ï26. 

Royal law of Scripture, James 2:8. 

Purified by obeying truth, 1 Peter 1:22. 

ñLiving and enduring Word of God,ò 1 Peter 1:23. 

Men like grass but the Word stands forever, 1 Peter 1:24ï25. 

Divine purpose in giving Scriptures, 2 Peter 1:15. 

Inspired by Holy Spirit, 2 Peter 1:20ï21. 

Bringing Scripture to mind, 2 Peter 3:2. 

Distorted scripture, 2 Peter 3:16. 

Godôs Word fulfilled in those who obey, 1 John 2:5. 

Love results from obedience to Scripture, 2 John 6. 

Book of Revelation given by angel, Revelation 1:1. 

Promised blessing for those who take to heart, Revelation 1:3. 

Word of God incarnate, Revelation 19:13. 

All Scripture must be fulfilled, Revelation 22:10. 

Finality of Scripture record, Revelation 22:18ï19.  
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Appendix B: Authority: 

 

AUTHORITY. The NT word is exousia, meaning rightful, actual and unimpeded power to 

act, or to possess, control, use or dispose of, something or somebody. Whereas dynamis means 

physical power simply, exousia properly signifies power that is in some sense lawful. exousia 
may be used with the stress on either the rightfulness of power really held, or the reality of power 

rightfully possessed. In the latter case, EVV often translate it as ópowerô. exousia sometimes 

bears a general secular sense (e.g. in 1 Cor. 7:37, of self-control; Acts 5:4, of disposing of oneôs 

income), but its significance is more commonly theological. 

The uniform biblical conviction is that the only rightful power within creation is, ultimately, 

the Creatorôs. Such authority as men have is delegated to them by God, to whom they must 

answer for the way they use it. Because all authority is ultimately Godôs, submission to authority 

in all realms of life is a religious duty, part of Godôs service. 

I. The authority of God 

Godôs authority is an aspect of his unalterable, universal and eternal dominion over his world 

(for which see Ex. 15:18; Pss. 29:10; 93:1f 146:10; Dn. 4:34f., etc.). This universal Kingship is 

distinct from (though basic to) the covenanted relationship between himself and Israel by which 

Israel became his people and kingdom (cf Ex. 19:6), and so heirs of his blessing. His regal 

authority over mankind consists in his unchallengable right and power to dispose of men as he 

pleases (compared by Paul to the potterôs exousia over the clay, Rom. 9:21; cf. Je. 18:6), plus his 

indisputable claim that men should be subject to him and live for his glory. Throughout the 

Bible, the reality of Godôs authority is proved by the fact that all who ignore or flout this claim 

incur divine judgment. The royal Judge has the last word, and so his authority is vindicated. 

In OT times, God exercised authority over his people through the agency of prophets, priests 

and kings, whose respective work it was to proclaim his messages (Je. 1:7ff)  teach his laws (Dt. 

31:11; Mal. 2:7) and rule in accordance with those laws (Dt. 17:18ff.). So doing, they were to be 

respected as Godôs representatives, having authority from him. Also, written Scripture was 

acknowledged as God-given and authoritative, both as instruction (tôrâ) to teach Israelites their 

Kingôs mind (cf. Ps. 119) and as the statute-book by which he ruled and judged them (cf. 2 Ki. 

22-23). 

II. The authority of Jesus Christ 

The authority of *JESUS CHRIST is also an aspect of kingship. It is both personal and official, for 

Jesus is both Son of God and Son of man (i.e. the Messianic man). As man and Messiah, his 

authority is real because delegated to him by the God at whose command he does his work 

(Christ applauded the centurion for seeing this, Mt. 8:9f.). As the Son, his authority is real 

because he is himself God. Authority to judge has been given him, both that he may be honoured 

as the Son of God (for *JUDGMENT is Godôs work), and also because he is the Son of man (for 

judgment is the Messiahôs work) (Jn. 5:22f., 27). In short, his authority is that of a divine 

Messiah: of a God-man, doing his Fatherôs will in the double capacity of (a) human servant, in 

whom meet the saving offices of prophet, priest and king, and (b) divine Son, co-creator and 

sharer in all the Fatherôs works (Jn. 5:19ff.). 

This more-than-human authority of Jesus was manifested during his ministry in various 

ways, such as the finality and independence of his teaching (Mt. 7:28f.); his exorcizing power 

(Mk. 1:27); his mastery over storms (Lk. 8:24f.); his claiming to forgive sins (a thing which, as 

the bystanders rightly pointed out, only God can do) and, when challenged, proving his claim 
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(Mk. 2:5-12; cf. Mt. 9:8). After his resurrection, he declared that he had been given óall exousia 
in heaven and on earthôða cosmic Messianic dominion, to be exercised in such a way as 

effectively to bring the elect into his kingdom of salvation (Mt. 28:18ff.; Jn. 17:2; cf. Jn. 12:31ff.; 

Acts 5:31; 18:9f.). The NT proclaims the exalted Jesus as óboth Lord and Christô (Acts 2:36)ð

divine Ruler of all things, and Saviour-king of his people. The gospel is in the first instance a 

demand for assent to this estimate of his authority. 

III. Apostolic authority 

Apostolic authority is delegated Messianic authority; for the *APOSTLES were Christôs 

commissioned witnesses, emissaries and representatives (cf. Mt. 10:40; Jn. 17:18; 20:21; Acts 

1:8; 2 Cor. 5:20), given exousia by him to found, build up and regulate his universal church (2 

Cor. 10:8; 13:10; cf. Gal. 2:7ff.). Accordingly, we find them giving orders and prescribing 

discipline in Christôs name. i.e. as his spokesmen and with his authority (1 Cor. 5:4; 2 Thes. 3:6). 

They appointed deacons (Acts 6:3, 6) and presbyters (Acts 14:23). They presented their teaching 

as Christôs truth, Spirit-given in both content and form of expression (1 Cor. 2:9-13; cf. 1 Thes. 

2:13), a norm for faith (2 Thes. 2:15; cf. Gal. 1:8) and behaviour (2 Thes. 3:4, 6, 14). They 

expected their ad hoc rulings to be received as óthe commandment of the Lordô (1 Cor. 14:37). 

Because their authority depended on Christôs direct personal commission, they had, properly 

speaking, no successors; but each generation of Christians must show its continuity with the first 

generation, and its allegiance to Christ, by subjecting its own faith and life to the norm of 

teaching which Christôs appointed delegates provided and put on record for all time in the 

documents of the NT. Through the NT, apostolic exousia over the church has been made a 

permanent reality. 

IV. Authority delegated to man 

Besides the church, where óleadersô (presbyters) may claim obedience because they are Christôs 

servants, tending his flock under his authority (Heb. 13:17; 1 Pet. 5:1f.), the Bible mentions two 

other spheres of delegated divine authority. 

a. Marriage and the family 

Men have authority over women (1 Cor. 11:3; cf. 1 Tim. 2:12) and parents over children (cf. 1 

Tim. 3:4, 12). Hence, wives must obey their husbands (Eph. 5:22; 1 Pet. 3:1-6) and children their 

parents (Eph. 6:1ff.). This is Godôs order. 

b. Civil government 

Secular (Roman) governors are called exousiai, and described as Godôs servants to punish 
evildoers and encourage law-abiding citizens (Rom. 13:1-6). Christians are to regard the ópowers 

that beô as God-ordained (see Jn. 19:11), and dutifully subject themselves to civil authority 

(Rom. 13:1; 1 Pet. 2:13f.; cf. Mt. 22:17-21) so far as is compatible with obedience to Godôs 

direct commands (Acts 4:19; 5:29). 

V. Satanic power 

The exercise of *POWER by Satan and his hosts is sometimes termed exousia (e.g. Lk. 22:53; 

Col. 1:13). This indicates that, though Satanôs power is usurped from God and hostile to him, 

Satan holds it only by Godôs permission and as Godôs tool. 
5
  

                                                           
5Wood, D. R. W. (1996, c1982, c1962). New Bible Dictionary (105). InterVarsity Press. 


