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(Note all scripture references are from the New King James version on the Bible) 

 

Main Text:  

PSALM 81 An Appeal for Israel’s Repentance 

To the Chief Musician. On An Instrument of Gath. A Psalm of Asaph.  

1     Sing aloud to God our strength;  
     Make a joyful shout to the God of Jacob.  
2     Raise a song and strike the timbrel,  
     The pleasant harp with the lute.  

3     Blow the trumpet at the time of the New Moon,  
     At the full moon, on our solemn feast day.  
4     For this is a statute for Israel,  
     A law of the God of Jacob.   
5     This He established in Joseph as a testimony,  
     When He went throughout the land of Egypt,  
     Where I heard a language I did not understand.  

6     άL ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōǳǊŘŜƴΤ  
     His hands were freed from the baskets.  
7     You called in trouble, and I delivered you;  
     I answered you in the secret place of thunder;  
     I tested you at the waters of Meribah.      Selah 

8     άIŜŀǊ, O My people, and I will admonish you!  
     O Israel, if you will listen to Me!  
9     There shall be no foreign god among you;  
     Nor shall you worship any foreign god.  
10     I am the LORD your God,  
     Who brought you out of the land of Egypt;  
     Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it.  
11     ά.ǳǘ aȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ Ƙeed My voice,  
     And Israel would have none of Me.  
12     So I gave them over to their own stubborn heart,  
     To walk in their own counsels.  

13     άhƘΣ  that My people would listen to Me,  
     That Israel would walk in My ways!  
14     I would soon subdue their enemies,  
     And turn My hand against their adversaries.  
15      The haters of the LORD would pretend submission to Him,  
     But their fate would endure forever.  
16     He would have fed them also with the finest of wheat;  
     And with honey ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŎƪ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀǘƛǎŦƛŜŘ ȅƻǳΦέ  
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Introduction: 

1. The psalm begins with the ordinance of God which the people must keep (1ς5), moves on to 
the acts of God in deed (6ς7) and word (8ς10), and ends with the requirement of God that 
his people should obey him (11ς16), dwelling on the dire consequences of disobedience (11, 
12) and on victory and rich abundance (14ς16) consequent upon obedience (13). Thus the 
psalm deals with the great central issues of the Bible: redemption and response. The 
people who are brought out of Egypt (6; the redeemed of the Lord, Ex. 6:6, 7; 24:4, 5) 
become at once people under the word of God (8ς10; Ex. 19:3ς6; 20:2ς19) which they are 
called to hear and obey (8, 13; Ex. 24:6, 7; Rom. 1:5; Heb. 3:7ς19; 1 Pet. 1:1, 2).  1 
 

2. FEAST OF TRUMPETS: 
Num. 29:1; Lev. 23:24, the feast of the new moon, which fell on the first of Tisri. It differed 
from the ordinary festivals of the new moon in several important particulars. It was one of 
the seven days of holy convocation. Instead of the mere blowing of the trumpets at the 
ǘŜƳǇƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜǎΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ άŀ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ōƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘǊǳƳǇŜǘǎΦέ  
Χ  
It has been conjectured that Ps. 81, one of the sons of Asaph, was composed expressly for 
the Feast of Trumpets. The psalm is used in the service for the day by the modern Jews. 
Various meanings have been assigned to the Feast of Trumpets; but there seems to be no 
sufficient reason to call in question the common opinion of Jews and Christians, that it was 
ǘƘŜ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǾƛƭ ȅŜŀǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ƻŦ ¢ƛǎǊƛΣ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
commenced the sabbatical year and the year of jubilee. 2 
 

a. The basis for the New Moon festival was the salvation of Israel from Egypt 3 
(redemption) 
 

3. NEW YEAR τ a solemn occasion that occurred in the month of TISHRI (1 Kin. 8:2), the first 
month in the Hebrew year. The law of Moses directed that this holiday should be observed 
ōȅ άōƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳƳǇŜǘǎέ όbǳƳΦ нфΥмύΦ ¢ƘǳǎΣ ǘƘƛǎ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŦŜŀǎǘ of 
trumpets. Today this event is known as Rosh Hashanah (literally, beginning of the year), a 
Jewish high holy day that marks the beginning of the Jewish new year. 4 

                                                           
1Carson, D. A. (1994). New Bible commentary : 21st century edition. Rev. ed. of: The new Bible commentary. 3rd ed. / 

edited by D. Guthrie, J.A. Motyer. 1970. (4th ed.) (Ps 81:1). Leicester, England; Downers Grove, Ill., USA: Inter-Varsity 

Press. (emphasis added) 

2Smith, W. (1997). Smith's Bible dictionary. Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 

3Radmacher, E. D., Allen, R. B., & House, H. W. (1999). Nelson's new illustrated Bible commentary (Ps 81:2-5). 

Nashville: T. Nelson Publishers. 

4Youngblood, R. F., Bruce, F. F., Harrison, R. K., & Thomas Nelson Publishers. (1995). Nelson's new illustrated Bible 

dictionary. Rev. ed. of: Nelson's illustrated Bible dictionary.; Includes index. Nashville: T. Nelson. 
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a. tishri - noun the first month of the civil year; the seventh month of the ecclesiastical 
year in the Jewish calendar (in September and October)   

Body: 

1. Redemption is fulfilled in Jesus Christ. 
 

a. wŜŘŜƳǇǘƛƻƴ ƳŜŀƴǎ άǘƻ ōǳȅ ōŀŎƪέ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŎŜ ǇŀƛŘ ǘƻ ŦǊŜŜ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ ǎƛƴΦ 
 

b. Matthew 20:28 (KJV) Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to 
minister, and to give his life a ransom for many. 
 

c. 1 Timothy 2:5-6 (KJV) 5 For there is one God, and one mediator between God and 
men, the man Christ Jesus; 6 Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time.  
 

d. Colossians 1:10-14 (KJV) 10 That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, 
being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God; 11 

Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all patience and 
longsuffering with joyfulness; 12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us 
meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: 13 Who hath delivered us 
from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: 
14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins: 
 

2. Obedience should be our response to redemption. 
 

a. John 14:15 (KJV) If ye love me, keep my commandments. 
 

b. Hebrews 5:9 (KJV) And being made perfect, he became the author of eternal 
salvation unto all them that obey him; 
 

c. John 14:21-24 (KJV) 21 He that hath my commandments, and keepeth them, he it is 
that loveth me: and he that loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him, 
and will manifest myself to him. 22 Judas saith unto him, not Iscariot, Lord, how is it 
that thou wilt manifest thyself unto us, and not unto the world? 23 Jesus answered 
and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love 
him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him. 24 He that loveth me 
not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father's 
which sent me. 
 

d. 1 John 2:3-5 (KJV) 3 And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his 
commandments. 4 He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a 
liar, and the truth is not in him. 5 But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love 
of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him. 
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3. Obedience becomes evident in sanctification and holiness. 
 

a. Sanctification: to set apart to a sacred purpose.  
 

b. Holiness: separate from the ordinary 
 

c. Ephesians 2:8-10 (KJV) 8 For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God: 9 Not of works, lest any man should boast. 10 For we 
are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before 
ordained that we should walk in them. 
 

d. Galatians 5:16-26 (KJV) 16 This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the 
lust of the flesh. 17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the 
flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things 
that ye would. 18 But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law. 19 Now the 
works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; Adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 
lasciviousness, 20 Idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, strife, 
seditions, heresies, 21 Envyings, murders, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of the 
which I tell you before, as I have also told you in time past, that they which do such 
things shall not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 23 Meekness, temperance: against 
such there is no law. 24 And they that are Christ's have crucified the flesh with the 
affections and lusts. 25 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit. 26 Let us not 
be desirous of vain glory, provoking one another, envying one another. 
 

e. 1 Thessalonians 4:7 (KJV) For God hath not called us unto uncleanness, but unto 
holiness. 
 

f. 1 Corinthians 3:16-17 (KJV) 16 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that 
the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 17 If any man defile the temple of God, him shall 
God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are. 
 

g. 1 Peter 1:13-16 (KJV) 13 Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and hope 
to the end for the grace that is to be brought unto you at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ; 14 As obedient children, not fashioning yourselves according to the former lusts 
in your ignorance: 15 But as he which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in all 
manner of conversation; 16 Because it is written, Be ye holy; for I am holy. 
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Conclusion: 
 

1. As we move into a new year let us remember to celebrate our redemption  
 

2. In response to this great truth we should desire to be obedient to the faith. 
 

3. Evidence of sanctification and holy living is evidence of obedience. 
 

4. ! ƳƻŘŜƭ ƻŦ ŀ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƻŦ ǊŜǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ: 
 

a. The famous Bible commentator Matthew Henry wrote this resolution in his journal on 
January 1, 1705:  
Not renouncing, but repeating and ratifying all my former Covenants with God, and 
lamenting it, that I have not lived up more closely to them; I do in the beginning of 
this New Year solemnly make a fresh surrender of myself, my whole self, body, soul, 
and spirit, to God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, my Creator, Redeemer, and 
Sanctifier, covenanting and promising, not in any strength of my own, for I am very 
weak, but in the strength of the grace of Jesus Christ, that I will endeavor this year to 
stand complete in all the Will of God. 
I know this is the Will of God, even my sanctification; Lord grant that this year I may 
be more holy, and walk more closely than ever in all holy conversation; I earnestly 
desire to be filled with thy holy thoughts, to be carried out in holy affections, 
determined by holy aims and intentions, and governed in all my words and actions by 
holy principles. O that a golden thread of holiness may run through the whole web of 
this year.   5 

 
  

                                                           
5Morgan, R. J. (2000). Nelson's complete book of stories, illustrations, and quotes (electronic ed.) (587). Nashville: 

Thomas Nelson Publishers. 
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Appendix: Reference Scriptures for Self Study: 

Sanctification:  
Is separation to the service of God. Ps 4:3; 2 Cor 6:17. 
Effected by 

God. Ezek 37:28; 1 Thess 5:23; Jude 1:1. 
Christ. Heb 2:11; 13:12. 
The Holy Spirit. Rom 15:16; 1 Cor 6:11. 
In Christ. 1 Cor 1:2. 
Through the atonement of Christ. Heb 10:10; 13:12. 
Through the word of God. John 17:17,19; Eph 5:26. 

Christ made, of God, to us. 1 Cor 1:30. 
Saints elected to salvation through. 2 Thess 2:13; 1 Pet 1:2. 
All saints are in a state of. Acts 20:32; 26:18; 1 Cor 6:11. 
The Church made glorious by. Eph 5:26,27. 
Should lead to 

Mortification of sin. 1 Thess 4:3,4. 
Holiness. Rom 6:22; Eph 5:7ς9. 

Offering up of saints acceptable through. Rom 15:16. 
Saints fitted for the service of God by. 2 Tim 2:21. 
God wills all saints to have. 1 Thess 4:3. 
Ministers 
{Ŝǘ ŀǇŀǊǘ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ōȅΦ WŜǊ мΥрΦ 
Should pray that their people may enjoy complete. 1 Thess 5:23. 
Should exhort their people to walk in. 1 Thess 4:1,3. 

None can inherit the kingdom of God without. 1 Cor 6:9ς11. 
Typified. Gen 2:3; Ex 13:2; 19:14; 40:9ς15; Lev 27:14ς16.      

6 

Holiness: 
Commanded. Lev 11:45; 20:7; Eph 5:8; Col 3:12; Rom 12:1. 
Christ 

Desires, for his people. John 17:17. 
Effects, in his people. Eph 5:25ς27. 

An example of. Heb 7:26; 1 Pet 2:21,22. 
The character of God, the standard of. Lev 19:2; 1 Pet 1:15,16; Eph 5:1. 
The character of Christ, the standard of. Rom 8:29; 1 John 2:6; Phil 2:5. 
The gospel the way of. Is 35:8. 
bŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΦ tǎ нпΥоΣпΦ 
None shall see God without. Eph 5:5; Heb 12:14. 
Saints 

Elected to. Rom 8:29; Eph 1:4. 
Called to. 1 Thess 4:7; 2 Tim 1:9. 
New created in. Eph 4:24. 
Possess. 1 Cor 3:17; Heb 3:1. 
Have their fruit to. Rom 6:22. 

                                                           
6MacArthur, J. J. (1997, c1997). The MacArthur Study Bible (electronic ed.) (Re 21:27). Nashville: Word Pub. 
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Should follow after. Heb 12:14. 
Should serve God in. Luke 1:74,75. 
Should yield their members as instruments of. Rom 6:13,19. 
Should present their bodies to God in. Rom 12:1. 
Should have their conversation in. 1 Pet 1:15; 2 Pet 3:11. 
Should continue in. Luke 1:75. 
Should seek perfection in. 2 Cor 7:1. 
Shall be presented to God in. Col 1:22; 1 Thess 3:13. 
Shall continue in, for ever. Rev 22:11. 

Behaviour of aged women should be as becomes. Titus 2:3. 
Promise to women who continue in. 1 Tim 2:15. 
Promised to the Church. Is 35:8; Obad 17; Zech 14:20,21. 
Becoming to the Church. Ps 93:5. 
The Church is the beauty of. 1 Chr 16:29; Ps 29:2. 
The Word of God the means of producing. John 17:17; 2 Tim 3:16,17. 
Is the result of 
¢ƘŜ ƳŀƴƛŦŜǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜΦ ¢ƛǘǳǎ нΥоΣммΣмнΦ 
Subjection to God. Rom 6:22. 
DƻŘΩǎ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎΦ WƻƘƴ мтΥмрΦ 
Union with Christ. John 15:4,5; 17:9. 

Required in prayer. 1 Tim 2:8. 
Ministers should 

Possess. Titus 1:8. 
Avoid everything inconsistent with. Lev 21:6; Is 52:11. 
Be examples of. 1 Tim 4:12. 
Exhort to. Heb 12:14; 1 Pet 1:14ς16. 

Motives to 
The glory of God. John 15:8; Phil 1:11. 
The love of Christ. 2 Cor 5:14,15. 
The mercies of God. Rom 12:1,2. 
The dissolution of all things. 2 Pet 3:11. 

Chastisements are intended to produce, in saints. Heb 12:10; James 1:2,3. 
Should lead to separation from the wicked. Num 16:21,26; 2 Cor 6:17,18. 
The wicked are without. 1 Tim 1:9; 2 Tim 3:2. 
Exemplified 

David. Ps 86:2. 
Israel. Jer 2:3. 
John the Baptist. Mark 6:20. 
Prophets. Luke 1:70. 
Paul. 1 Thess 2:10. 
Wives of patriarchs. 1 Pet 3:5. 
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7MacArthur, J. J. (1997, c1997). The MacArthur Study Bible (electronic ed.) (Re 21:27). Nashville: Word Pub. 


