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(Note all scripture references are from the New King James version on the Bible) 

 

Main Text:  

Psalm 100:4-5 Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into His courts with praise. Be thankful to 

Him, and bless His name. 5 For the LORD is good; His mercy is everlasting, And His truth endures to all 

generations.  

Introduction: 

1. Thanksgiving is a day that has become typified by family gatherings sitting around a table filled 

with all types of food and goodies. Often times we spend hours preparing for this dinner that 

last less than an hour. We spend a minute or so offering thanks before we dig in. the days 

following our great meal is filled with leftovers meal after meal.  

2. Often times this day comes and goes without us really experiencing the true purpose of this 

celebration. Do we really take time to honor God and to evaluate our heart to see if we are truly 

thankful? 

Body: 

1. Thanksgiving in America instituted to honor God: 

a. First Proclamation After Plymouth 
Governor Bradford of Massachusetts made this first Thanksgiving Proclamation three 
years after the Pilgrims settled at Plymouth: 
 
“Inasmuch as the great Father has given us this year an abundant harvest of Indian corn, 
wheat, peas, beans, squashes, and garden vegetables, and has made the forests to 
abound with game and the sea with fish and clams, and inasmuch as He has protected us 
from the ravages of the savages, has spared us from pestilence and disease, has granted 
us freedom to worship God according to the dictates of our own conscience.  
 
Now I, your magistrate, do proclaim that all ye Pilgrims, with your wives and ye little 
ones, do gather at ye meeting house, on ye hill, between the hours of 9 and 12 in the day 
time, on Thursday, November 29th, of the year of our Lord one thousand six hundred 
and twenty-three and the third year since ye Pilgrims landed on ye Pilgrim Rock, there to 
listen to ye pastor and render thanksgiving to ye Almighty God for all His blessings.” 

—William Bradford  
Ye Governor of Ye Colony 1 

a. The National Thanksgiving Proclamation was the first formal proclamation of Thanksgiving in 
America. George Washington, the first President of the United States, made this proclamation on 
October 3, 1789, in New York City: 
 
“ Whereas it is the duty of all Nations to acknowledge the providence of Almighty God, to obey 

                                                           
1
 Tan, P. L. (1996, c1979). Encyclopedia of 7700 illustrations: A treasury of illustrations, anecdotes, facts and quotations for 

pastors, teachers and Christian workers. Garland TX: Bible Communications. 
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his will, to be grateful for his benefits, and humbly to implore his protection and favor, and 
whereas both Houses of Congress have by their joint Committee requested me "to recommend 
to the People of the United States a day of public thanksgiving and prayer to be observed by 
acknowledging with grateful hearts the many signal favors of Almighty God especially by 
affording them an opportunity peaceably to establish a form of government for their safety and 
happiness.  
 
Now therefore I do recommend and assign Thursday the 26th day of November next to be 
devoted by the People of these States to the service of that great and glorious Being, who is the 
beneficent Author of all the good that was, that is, or that will be. That we may then all unite in 
rendering unto him our sincere and humble thanks, for his kind care and protection of the People 
of this Country previous to their becoming a Nation, for the signal and manifold mercies, and the 
favorable interpositions of his providence, which we experienced in the course and conclusion of 
the late war, for the great degree of tranquility, union, and plenty, which we have since enjoyed, 
for the peaceable and rational manner, in which we have been enabled to establish constitutions 
of government for our safety and happiness, and particularly the national One now lately 
instituted, for the civil and religious liberty with which we are blessed; and the means we have of 
acquiring and diffusing useful knowledge; and in general for all the great and various favors 
which he hath been pleased to confer upon us. 
 
And also that we may then unite in most humbly offering our prayers and supplications to the 
great Lord and Ruler of Nations and beseech him to pardon our national and other 
transgressions, to enable us all, whether in public or private stations, to perform our several and 
relative duties properly and punctually, to render our national government a blessing to all the 
people, by constantly being a Government of wise, just, and constitutional laws, discreetly and 
faithfully executed and obeyed, to protect and guide all Sovereigns and Nations (especially such 
as have shown kindness unto us) and to bless them with good government, peace, and concord. 
To promote the knowledge and practice of true religion and virtue, and the encrease of science 
among them and Us, and generally to grant unto all Mankind such a degree of temporal 
prosperity as he alone knows to be best. 
 
Given under my hand at the City of New York the third day of October in the year of our Lord 
1789. 

2. Thanksgiving to God is directed in scripture: 

b. Psalm 7:17 I will praise the LORD according to His righteousness, And will sing praise to 

the name of the LORD Most High.  

c. Psalm 107:1 Oh; give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever.  

d. Psalm 118:21 I will praise You, For You have answered me, And have become my 

salvation.  

e. 1 Thes 5:16-18 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 in everything give thanks; for 

this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.  

f. Rev 11:17 …"We give You thanks, O Lord God Almighty, The One who is and who was and 

who is to come, Because You have taken Your great power and reigned.  

g. Psalm 95:2-3 Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving; Let us shout joyfully to 

Him with Psalms. 3 For the LORD is the great God, And the great King above all gods.  

h. Eph 5:19-20 And do not be drunk with wine, in which is dissipation; but be filled with the 

Spirit,  
19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making 
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melody in your heart to the Lord, 20 giving thanks always for all things to God the Father 

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

3. Are we really thankful? 

a. Some statistics for us to consider: 

i. Weekly Spent on Food in different countries:  

1. America $ 127.57 

2. Mexico  $ 40.27 

3. Bhutan  $ 6.75 

4. Uganda  $ 1.79 

ii. World facts: 

1. Population 6,704,029,376 (Billion, Million, Thousand, Hundred) 

2. Undernourished 889,972,829 (Million, Thousand, Hundred) 

3. Died of Hunger Today 28,430 that is 8,580,842 per year 

4. Amount that would feed the worlds hungry today $35,517,480 

5. Actual amount given $5,463,460 

6. Spending on weight loss in U.S. today $109,298,738 

7. Tons of global food provided today 27,311 

8. Tons of food wasted in U.S. today 131,122 

9. Amount the average Church Member gives to help feed hungry in a year 

$1.17 

b. What does the Bible state on this topic? 

i. 1 John 3:17 But whoever has this world's goods, and sees his brother in need, and 

shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him?  

 

c. U. S. Senator Mark O. Hatfield presented a resolution designating Monday of 
Thanksgiving week (24th Nov., 1975) as “National Day of Fasting.” He and Stan 
Mooneyham, President of World Vision International called on all Americans to 
experience hunger willingly and to reevaluate their own life-styles and habits. 2  

Conclusion: 

 
1. We celebrate Thanksgiving in America to recognize the sovereignty of Almighty God. 
2. Thanksgiving to God is exemplified and directed in scripture and is key to receiving blessings of 

God. 
3. We need to evaluate our life style, the blessings God has provided and the needs of those 

around us to determine if we are truly Thankful.  
 

We exhibit a degree of thanksgiving in life in reverse proportion to the amount of blessings we’ve 
received. Martin Luther wrote in his book Table Talk: “The greater God’s gifts and works, the less 
they are regarded.” 

                                                           
2Tan, P. L. (1996, c1979). Encyclopedia of 7700 illustrations: A treasury of illustrations, anecdotes, facts and 

quotations for pastors, teachers and Christian workers. Garland TX: Bible Communications. 
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A hungry man is more thankful for his morsel than a rich man for his heavily-laden table. A 
lonely woman in a nursing home will appreciate a visit more than a popular woman with a party 
thrown in her honor. A Russian who finally gets his own copy of the Holy Scriptures after 
seventy-five years of state-imposed atheism is more thankful for his little book than we are for 
all the Christian books and magazines and translations that overflow our shelves. 
Ralph Waldo Emerson observed that if the constellations appeared only once in a thousand 
years, imagine what an exciting event it would be. But because they’re there every night, we 
barely give them a look. 
One of the evidences of the Holy Spirit’s work in our lives is a gradual reversal of that twisted 
pattern. God wants to make us people who exhibit a thankfulness in proper proportion to the 
gifts and blessings we’ve received. 3  
 

 
  

                                                           
3Morgan, R. J. (2000). Nelson's complete book of stories, illustrations, and quotes (electronic ed.) (736). Nashville: 

Thomas Nelson Publishers. 
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Appendix: List of scriptures relating to Thanksgiving. 

Christ set an example of. 
Matt 11:25 At that time Jesus answered and said, ñI thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have 

hidden these things from the wise and prudent and have revealed them to babes. 

Matt 26:27 Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, ñDrink from it, all of you. 

John 6:11 And Jesus took the loaves, and when He had given thanks He distributed them to the disciples, and 

the disciples to those sitting down; and likewise of the fish, as much as they wanted. 

John 11:41 Then they took away the stone from the place where the dead man was lying. And Jesus lifted up 

His eyes and said, ñFather, I thank You that You have heard Me. 

The heavenly host engaged in. 
Rev 4:9 Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, who lives 

forever and ever, 

Rev 7:11ï12 All the angels stood around the throne and the elders and the four living creatures, and fell on their 

faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying: ñAmen! Blessing and glory and wisdom, 

Thanksgiving and honor and power and might, Be to our God forever and ever. Amen.ò 

Rev 11:16ï17 And the twenty-four elders who sat before God on their thrones fell on their faces and worshiped 

God, 17 saying: ñWe give You thanks, O Lord God Almighty, The One who is and who was and who is to 

come, Because You have taken Your great power and reigned. 

Commanded. 
Ps 50:14 Offer to God thanksgiving, And pay your vows to the Most High. 

Phil 4:6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your 

requests be made known to God; 

Should be offered 
To God. 

Ps 50:14 Offer to God thanksgiving, And pay your vows to the Most High. 

Ps 92:1 It is good to give thanks to the LORD, And to sing praises to Your name, O Most High; 

To Christ. 

1 Tim 1:12 And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because He counted me faithful, putting me 

into the ministry, 

Through Christ. 

Rom 1:8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout the 

whole world. 

Col 3:17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 

Father through Him. 

Heb 13:15 Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, 

giving thanks to His name. 

In the name of Christ. 

Eph 5:20 giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

On behalf of ministers. 

2 Cor 1:11 you also helping together in prayer for us, that thanks may be given by many persons on our behalf 

for the gift granted to us through many. 

In private worship. 

Dan 6:10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went home. And in his upper room, with his 

windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down on his knees three times that day, and prayed and gave 

thanks before his God, as was his custom since early days. 

In public worship. 

Ps 35:18 I will give You thanks in the great assembly; I will praise You among many people. 

In and for everything. 

2 Cor 9:11 while you are enriched in everything for all liberality, which causes thanksgiving through us to God. 

Eph 5:20 giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
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1 Thess 5:18 in everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 

Upon the completion of great undertakings. 

Neh 12:31 So I brought the leaders of Judah up on the wall, and appointed two large thanksgiving choirs. One 

went to the right hand on the wall toward the Refuse Gate. 

Neh 12:40 So the two thanksgiving choirs stood in the house of God, likewise I and the half of the rulers with 

me; 

Before taking food. 

John 6:11 And Jesus took the loaves, and when He had given thanks He distributed them to the disciples, and 

the disciples to those sitting down; and likewise of the fish, as much as they wanted. 

Acts 27:35 And when he had said these things, he took bread and gave thanks to God in the presence of them all; 

and when he had broken it he began to eat. 

Always. 

Eph 1:16 do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers: 

Eph 5:20 giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

1 Thess 1:2 We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers, 

At the remembrance of Godôs holiness. 

Ps 30:4 Sing praise to the LORD, you saints of His, And give thanks at the remembrance of His holy name. 

Ps 97:12 Rejoice in the LORD, you righteous, And give thanks at the remembrance of His holy name. 

For the goodness and mercy of God. 

Ps 106:1 Praise the LORD! Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever. 

Ps 107:1 Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever. 

Ps 136:1ï3 Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His mercy endures forever. 2 Oh, give thanks to 

the God of gods! For His mercy endures forever. 3 Oh, give thanks to the Lord of lords! For His mercy 

endures forever: 

For the gift of Christ. 

2 Cor 9:15 Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift! 

For Christôs power and reign. 

Rev 11:17 saying: ñWe give You thanks, O Lord God Almighty, The One who is and who was and who is to 

come, Because You have taken Your great power and reigned. 

For the working of Godôs Word in others. 

1 Thess 2:13 For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when you received the word of God 

which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, 

which also effectively works in you who believe. 

For deliverance through Christ from indwelling sin. 

Rom 7:23ï25 But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind, and bringing me into 

captivity to the law of sin which is in my members. 24 O wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from 

this body of death? 25 I thank Godðthrough Jesus Christ our Lord! So then, with the mind I myself serve 

the law of God, but with the flesh the law of sin. 

For victory over death and the grave. 

1 Cor 15:57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

For wisdom and might. 

Dan 2:23 ñI thank You and praise You, O God of my fathers; You have given me wisdom and might, And have 

now made known to me what we asked of You, For You have made known to us the kingôs demand.ò 

For the triumph of the gospel. 

2 Cor 2:14 Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and through us diffuses the 

fragrance of His knowledge in every place. 

For the conversion of others. 

Rom 6:17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of 

doctrine to which you were delivered. 

For faith exhibited by others. 
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Rom 1:8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you all, that your faith is spoken of throughout the 

whole world. 

2 Thess 1:3 We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is fitting, because your faith grows 

exceedingly, and the love of every one of you all abounds toward each other, 

For love exhibited by others. 

2 Thess 1:3 We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is fitting, because your faith grows 

exceedingly, and the love of every one of you all abounds toward each other, 

For the grace bestowed on others. 

1 Cor 1:4 I thank my God always concerning you for the grace of God which was given to you by Christ Jesus, 

Phil 1:3ï5 I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 4 always in every prayer of mine making request 

for you all with joy, 5 for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now, 

Col 1:3ï6 We give thanks to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 4 since we 

heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of your love for all the saints; 5 because of the hope which is laid up 

for you in heaven, of which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel, 6 which has come to you, 

as it has also in all the world, and is bringing forth fruit, as it is also among you since the day you heard and 

knew the grace of God in truth; 

For the zeal exhibited by others. 

2 Cor 8:16 But thanks be to God who puts the same earnest care for you into the heart of Titus. 

For the nearness of Godôs presence. 

Ps 75:1 We give thanks to You, O God, we give thanks! For Your wondrous works declare that Your name is 

near. 

For appointment to the ministry. 

1 Tim 1:12 And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because He counted me faithful, putting me 

into the ministry, 

For willingness to offer our property for Godôs service. 

1 Chr 29:6ï14 Then the leaders of the fathersô houses, leaders of the tribes of Israel, the captains of thousands 

and of hundreds, with the officers over the kingôs work, offered willingly. 7 They gave for the work of the 

house of God five thousand talents and ten thousand darics of gold, ten thousand talents of silver, eighteen 

thousand talents of bronze, and one hundred thousand talents of iron. 8 And whoever had precious stones 

gave them to the treasury of the house of the LORD, into the hand of Jehiel the Gershonite. 9 Then the people 

rejoiced, for they had offered willingly, because with a loyal heart they had offered willingly to the LORD; 

and King David also rejoiced greatly. 10 Therefore David blessed the LORD before all the assembly; and 

David said: ñBlessed are You, LORD God of Israel, our Father, forever and ever. 11 Yours, O LORD, is the 

greatness, The power and the glory, The victory and the majesty; For all that is in heaven and in earth is 

Yours; Yours is the kingdom, O LORD, And You are exalted as head over all. 12 Both riches and honor come 

from You, And You reign over all. In Your hand is power and might; In Your hand it is to make great And to 

give strength to all. 13 ñNow therefore, our God, We thank You And praise Your glorious name. 14 But who 

am I, and who are my people, That we should be able to offer so willingly as this? For all things come from 

You, And of Your own we have given You. 

For the supply of our bodily wants. 

Rom 14:6ï7 He who observes the day, observes it to the Lord; and he who does not observe the day, to the Lord 

he does not observe it. He who eats, eats to the Lord, for he gives God thanks; and he who does not eat, to 

the Lord he does not eat, and gives God thanks. 7 For none of us lives to himself, and no one dies to himself. 

1 Tim 4:3ï4 forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from foods which God created to be received with 

thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. 4 For every creature of God is good, and nothing is to 

be refused if it is received with thanksgiving; 

For all men. 

1 Tim 2:1 Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made 

for all men, 

With intercession for others. 
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1 Tim 2:1 Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made 

for all men, 

2 Tim 1:3 I thank God, whom I serve with a pure conscience, as my forefathers did, as without ceasing I 

remember you in my prayers night and day, 

Philem 1:4 I thank my God, making mention of you always in my prayers, 

With any prayer. 

Neh 11:17 Mattaniah the son of Micha, the son of Zabdi, the son of Asaph, the leader who began the 

thanksgiving with prayer; Bakbukiah, the second among his brethren; and Abda the son of Shammua, the son 

of Galal, the son of Jeduthun. 

Phil 4:6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your 

requests be made known to God; 

Col 4:2 Continue earnestly in prayer, being vigilant in it with thanksgiving; 

With praise. 

Ps 92:1 It is good to give thanks to the LORD, And to sing praises to Your name, O Most High; 

Heb 13:15 Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, 

giving thanks to His name. 

Expressed in psalms. 
1 Chr 16:7 On that day David first delivered this psalm into the hand of Asaph and his brethren, to thank the 

LORD: 

Ministers appointed to offer, in public. 
1 Chr 16:4 And he appointed some of the Levites to minister before the ark of the LORD, to commemorate, to 

thank, and to praise the LORD God of Israel: 

1 Chr 16:7 On that day David first delivered this psalm into the hand of Asaph and his brethren, to thank the 

LORD: 

1 Chr 23:30 to stand every morning to thank and praise the LORD, and likewise at evening; 

2 Chr 31:2 And Hezekiah appointed the divisions of the priests and the Levites according to their divisions, each 

man according to his service, the priests and Levites for burnt offerings and peace offerings, to serve, to give 

thanks, and to praise in the gates of the camp of the LORD. 

Believers 
Exhorted to. 

Ps 105:1 Oh, give thanks to the LORD! Call upon His name; Make known His deeds among the peoples! 

Col 3:15 And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body; and be 

thankful. 

Resolved to offer. 

Ps 18:49 Therefore I will give thanks to You, O LORD, among the Gentiles, And sing praises to Your name. 

Ps 30:12 To the end that my glory may sing praise to You and not be silent. O LORD my God, I will give thanks 

to You forever. 

Habitually offer. 

Dan 6:10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went home. And in his upper room, with his 

windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down on his knees three times that day, and prayed and gave 

thanks before his God, as was his custom since early days. 

Offer sacrifices of. 

Ps 116:17 I will offer to You the sacrifice of thanksgiving, And will call upon the name of the LORD. 

Abound in the faith with. 

Col 2:7 rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught, abounding in it with 

thanksgiving. 

Magnify God by. 

Ps 69:30 I will praise the name of God with a song, And will magnify Him with thanksgiving. 

Come before God with. 

Ps 95:2 Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving; Let us shout joyfully to Him with psalms. 

Should enter Godôs gate with. 
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Ps 100:4 Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into His courts with praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless 

His name. 

Of hypocrites, full of boasting. 
Luke 18:11 The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, óGod, I thank You that I am not like other menð

extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. 

The wicked averse to. 
Rom 1:21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became 

futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 

Exemplified by 
David. 

1 Chr 29:12 Both riches and honor come from You, And You reign over all. In Your hand is power and might; 

In Your hand it is to make great And to give strength to all. 

The Levites. 

2 Chr 5:12ï13 and the Levites who were the singers, all those of Asaph and Heman and Jeduthun, with their 

sons and their brethren, stood at the east end of the altar, clothed in white linen, having cymbals, stringed 

instruments and harps, and with them one hundred and twenty priests sounding with trumpets ð13 indeed it 

came to pass, when the trumpeters and singers were as one, to make one sound to be heard in praising and 

thanking the LORD, and when they lifted up their voice with the trumpets and cymbals and instruments of 

music, and praised the LORD, saying: òFor He is good, For His mercy endures forever,ò that the house, the 

house of the LORD, was filled with a cloud, 

Daniel. 

Dan 2:23 ñI thank You and praise You, O God of my fathers; You have given me wisdom and might, And have 

now made known to me what we asked of You, For You have made known to us the kingôs demand.ò 

Jonah. 

Jon 2:9 But I will sacrifice to You With the voice of thanksgiving; I will pay what I have vowed. Salvation is of 

the LORD.ò 

Simeon. 

Luke 2:28 he took Him up in his arms and blessed God and said: 

Anna. 

Luke 2:38 And coming in that instant she gave thanks to the Lord, and spoke of Him to all those who looked for 

redemption in Jerusalem. 

Paul. 

Acts 28:15 And from there, when the brethren heard about us, they came to meet us as far as Appii Forum and 

Three Inns. When Paul saw them, he thanked God and took courage. 
4
  

 

                                                           
4MacArthur, J. (1999). The MacArthur topical Bible: New King James Version (1456). Nashville, Tenn.: Word Pub. 


