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(Note all scripture references are from the New King James version on the Bible) 

 

Main Text:  

Matthew:  
 
The Need for Delegation of Power 

9 35Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the 
gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people. 36 But when 
He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, because they were weary and 
scattered, like sheep having no shepherd. 37Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest truly is 
plentiful, but the laborers are few. 38Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into 
His harvest.”  
 
The Twelve Apostles are Sent 
10     And when He had called His twelve disciples to Him, He gave them power over unclean spirits, 
to cast them out, and to heal all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease. 2 Now the names of the 
twelve apostles are these: first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother; James the son 
of Zebedee, and John his brother; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector; 
James the son of Alphaeus, and Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Cananite, 
and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed Him.  
 
The Twelve Apostles are Instructed 

5These twelve Jesus sent out and commanded them, saying: “Do not go into the way of the 

Gentiles, and do not enter a city of the Samaritans. 6 But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of 

Israel. 7 And as you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 8Heal the sick, cleanse 

the lepers, raise the dead, cast out demons. Freely you have received, freely give. 9 Provide neither 

gold nor silver nor copper in your money belts, 10 nor bag for your journey, nor two tunics, nor 

sandals, nor staffs; for a worker is worthy of his food.  

Introduction: 

1. Here this passage “begins what is known as the Third Galilean Circuit. Jesus traveled throughout the 

cities and villages, preaching the good news of the kingdom 1ò  

 

2. Jesus’ instructions concerning a special preaching tour to the house of Israel. This is not to be 

confused with the later sending of the seventy (Luke 10:1) or with the Great Commission (Matt. 

28:19, 20). This was a temporary mission with the specific purpose of announcing that the kingdom 

of heaven was near. While some of the principles are of lasting value for God’s people in all ages, the 

fact that some were later revoked by the Lord Jesus proves they were not intended to be permanent 

(Luke 22:35, 36). 2  
                                                           
1MacDonald, W., & Farstad, A. (1997, c1995). Believer's Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments (Mt 9:35). 

Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 

2MacDonald, W., & Farstad, A. (1997, c1995). Believer's Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments (Mt 10:5). 

Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 
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a. Luke 10:1 (NKJV) After these things the Lord appointed seventy others also, and sent them two by 
two before His face into every city and place where He Himself was about to go. 

 

b. Matthew 28:19-20 (NKJV) 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to observe all things that I 
have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen. 

 

c. Luke 22:36 (NKJV) Then He said to them, "But now, he who has a money bag, let him take it, and 
likewise a knapsack; and he who has no sword, let him sell his garment and buy one. 

 

Body: 

1. We are instructed to pray for workers to spread the news of Jesus Christ. 
 

2. God needs and commissions laborers to work spreading the message of Salvation. 
 

a. Much work is completed by the Church and Christians need instruction in the word of God to 
perfect them. But the most important message of the Church is Salvation. 
 

b. We need the power of the Holy Spirit to confirm that the message of salvation through Christ 
is true. Signs and wonders following believers solidify this truth in the hearts of the 
unbelievers. 
 

3. The Harvest is Ripe: John 4:34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, 
and to finish His work. 35 Do you not say, ‘There are still four months and then comes the harvest’? 
Behold, I say to you, lift up your eyes and look at the fields, for they are already white for harvest!  
 

4. The necessary attitude – The attitude of the prophet Isaiah :  W. W. Wiersbe states: 
a. The work of salvation could be accomplished only by Jesus Christ, and He did it alone. But 

the witness of this salvation could only be accomplished by His people, those who have 
trusted Him and been saved. The King needed ambassadors to carry the message—and He 
still needs them. “Whom shall I send, and who will go for Us?” (Isa. 6:8) It is not enough that 
we pray for laborers (Matt. 9:36–38). We must also make ourselves available to serve Him.3  
 

i. Isaiah 6:8 Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying:  
“Whom shall I send,  
And who will go for Us?”  
Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.”  
 

5. Our commission differs from the disciples: Wiersbe further states: 
 

a. While we may learn from the spiritual principles in this paragraph, we should not apply these 
instructions to our lives. The Lord’s commission to us includes “all the world” (Matt. 28:19–
20), not just the nation of Israel. We preach the Gospel of the grace of God (Acts 20:24). Our 

                                                           
3Wiersbe, W. W. (1996, c1989). The Bible exposition commentary. "An exposition of the New Testament comprising 

the entire 'BE' series"--Jkt. (Mt 10:1). Wheaton, Ill.: Victor Books. 
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message is, “Christ died for our sins,” and not, “The kingdom of heaven is at hand.” The King 
has come; He has already suffered, died, and risen from the dead. Now He offers His 
salvation to all who will believe. 3 

 
i. Acts 20:24 (NKJV) But none of these things move me; nor do I count my life dear to 

myself, so that I may finish my race with joy, and the ministry which I received from 
the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. 

Conclusion: 
 

1. We need to pray for workers. 
 

2. We have a commission from Christ that includes: Preaching / teaching, healing & casting demons. 

a. The gifts of the Holy Spirit are provided to us to fulfil this commission. 

 

3. We must realize that the harvest is before us and is ripe for the picking. 

 

4. We need to have the attitude of Isaiah – be willing to be sent. 

 

5. We have a message of Grace that the world needs to hear before it is too late. Instead of looking upon 

the world with negativity and depression over the rampant evil. We must instead develop the attitude 

of Christ when he saw the misled children of God – the so called lost sheep.  

 

a. Matthew 9:36 But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with compassion for them, 
because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd. 
 

b. Oh, that we might know more of that yearning for the spiritual welfare of the lost and dying. 
How we need to pray constantly:  
Let me look on the crowd, as my Savior did,  
Till my eyes with tears grow dim;  
Let me view with pity the wandering sheep,  
And love them for love of Him. 4  

 

                                                           
4MacDonald, W., & Farstad, A. (1997, c1995). Believer's Bible Commentary: Old and New Testaments (Mt 9:36). 

Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 


