Where Jesus is we will be also!
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John 14:1-7 1 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in
Me. 2 In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, | would have
told you. | go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if | go and prepare a place for you |
will come again and receive you to Myself; that where | am, there you may be
also. 4 And where | go you know, and the way you know.”
Christ Answers Thomas

5 Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going, and how
can we know the way?”

6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through Me.

7 “If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; and from now
on you know Him and have seen Him.” 1

Mansion in Greek means household, dwelling place, family

daé ClI OKSNXATheK bk iSradodetedion MtHcdntury villas, which
had many rooms constructed around an open garden area. The 1st—century home
held the extended family; adult children and their spouses lived as members of
the father’s household. God doesn’t offer us “mansions” on some distant acres, as
the dW, suggests. He provides us with an apartment in His own home, where we
can be close to Him.2

'The New King James Version. 1982 (Jn 14:1-7). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.

“Richards, L. O. (1991; Published in electronic form by Logos Research Systems, 1996). The Bible readers
companion (electronic ed.) (691). Wheaton: Victor Books.
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in English of the Greek text, which reads literally “In my Father’s house there are
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many rooms.” The word translated rooms or “dwelling-places”; “abodes”) has
occasioned some difficulty. The King James “mansions” comes originally from
Tyndale’s translation, at which time the word “mansion” merely signified a
dwelling, and not necessarily a large and luxurious one, as in contemporary
English. 3

2 Corinthians 5:1-8 1 For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is
destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in
the heavens. 2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our
habitation which is from heaven, 3 if indeed, having been clothed, we shall not
be found naked. 4 For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not
because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be
swallowed up by life. 5 Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God,
who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee

6 So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we
are absent from the Lord. 7 For we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 We are confident,
yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the
Lord 4
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The verses to follow are closely linked with what has gone before. Paul has
been speaking of his present sufferings and distresses, and the future glory which
lay before him. This brings him face to face with the subject of death. In this
section we have one of the greatest unfoldings of death in all the word of God,
and the Christian’s relationship to it.

*Newman, B. M., & Nida, E. A. (1993], c1980). A handbook on the Gospel of John. Originally published: A
translator's handbook on the Gospel of John, c1980. Helps for translators; UBS handbook series (454).
New York: United Bible Societies.

*The New King James Version. 1982 (Jn 14:1-7). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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5:1 In verse 1, the apostle speaks of our present mortal body as our earthly
house, this tent. A tent is not a permanent dwelling, but a portable one for
pilgrims and travelers.

Death is spoken of as the dissolving of this tent. The tent is taken down at the
time of death. The body goes into the grave, whereas the spirit and soul of the
believer go to be with the Lord.

Paul opens the chapter with the assurance that if his earthly house should be
destroyed (as a result of the sufferings mentioned in the preceding chapter) he
knows he has a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the
heavens. Notice the distinction between tent and building. The temporary tent is
taken down, but a new, permanent house awaits the believer in the land beyond
the skies. This is a building from God, in the sense that God is the One who gives
it to us.

Furthermore, it is a house not made with hands. Why should Paul say this?
Our present bodies are not made with hands; so why should he emphasize that
our future, glorified bodies will not be made with hands? The answer is that the
expression not made with hands means “not of this creation.” This is made clear
in Hebrews 9:11, where we read, “But Christ came as High Priest of the good
things to come, with the greater and more perfect tabernacle not made with
hands, that is, not of this creation.” What Paul is saying in 2 Corinthians 5:1 is that
whereas our present bodies are suited to life on this earth, our future, glorified
bodies will not be of this creation. They will be especially designed for life in
heaven.

The believer’s future body is also described as eternal in the heavens. It is a
body that will no longer be subject to disease, decay, and death, but one that will
endure forever in our heavenly home.

It might sound from this verse as if a believer receives this building from God
the moment he dies, but that is not the case. He does not get his glorified body
until Christ comes back for His church (1 Thess. 4:13—-18). What happens to the
believer is this. At the time of death, his spirit and soul go to be with Christ where
he is consciously enjoying the glories of heaven. His body is placed in the grave. At
the time of the Lord’s return, the dust will be raised from the grave, God will
fashion it into a new, glorified body, and it will then be reunited with the spirit
and the soul. Between death and Christ’s coming for His saints, the believer might
be said to be in a disembodied condition. However, this does not mean that he is
not fully conscious of all the joy and bliss of heaven. He is!
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Before leaving verse 1 we should mention that there are three principal
interpretations of the house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens:

1. Heaven itself.

2. An intermediate body between death and resurrection.

3. The glorified body.

The house can scarcely be heaven itself, because it is said to be eternal in the
heavens and “from heaven” (5:2). As far as an intermediate body is concerned,
the Scriptures never mention such a body. Moreover, the house not made with
hands is described as eternalin the heavens, which would not be true of an
intermediate body. The third view—that the house is the resurrection body of
glory—seems to be the correct one.

5:2 In this present mortal body, we are often forced to groan because of the
way it limits us and impedes us in our spiritual lives. What we greatly desire is to
be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven.

In this verse, the apostle seems to change his figure from a tent to clothing. A
suggested explanation of this is that Paul was a tentmaker and realized that
similar material used for tents was also used for clothing. At any rate, the
meaning is clear that he longed to receive his glorified body.

5:3 What does naked mean in this verse? Does it mean that the person is
unsaved and therefore without any covering of righteousness before God? Does it
mean that the person, though saved, will be without reward at the Judgment Seat
of Christ? Or does it mean that the saved person does not have a body between
the time of death and resurrection, and is naked in the sense that he is a
disembodied spirit?

This writer understands it to mean disembodied or unclothed. Paul is saying
that his earnest desire is not for death, and for the disembodied state that goes
with it, but rather for the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ when all those who have
died will receive their glorified bodies.

5:4 That our interpretation of verse 3 is valid seems to be borne out by verse 4.
The apostle says that we who are in this present earthly tent groan, being
burdened, not because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that
mortality may be swallowed up by life. In other words, he did not look forward
to the state between death and the Rapture as the ideal hope of the believer, but
to what will take place at the Rapture when believers will receive a body that will
no longer be subject to death.

5:5 It is God ... who has prepared us for this very purpose, namely, the
redemption of the body. This will be the climax of His glorious purposes for us. At
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the present time we are redeemed as to our spirit and soul, but then redemption
will include the body as well. Just think of it—God made us with this goal in
view—the glorified state—a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens!

And how can we be sure that we will have a glorified body? The answer is that
God ... has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. As explained previously, the fact
that every believer possesses the indwelling Spirit of God is a pledge that all
God’s promises to the believer will be fulfilled. He is a token of what is to come.
The Spirit of God is Himself a guarantee that what God has already given to us in
part will one day be ours in full.

5:6 It was the deep assurance of these precious realities that enabled Paul to
be always of good courage. He knew that as long as he was at home in the body,
he was absent from the Lord. This was certainly not the ideal state for Paul, but
he was willing that it should be so if he could serve Christ down here and be a
help to the people of God.

5.7 The fact that we walk by faith, not by sight is abundant proof that we are
absent from the Lord. We have never gazed upon the Lord with our physical eyes.
Only through faith have we ever seen Him. As long as we are at home in the body,
we have a life that is less close and intimate than the life of actual sight.

5:8 Verse 8 resumes the thought of verse 6 and completes it. Paul is of good
courage in view of the blessed hope that lies before him, and he can say that he is
well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.
He has what Bernard calls a case of “heavenly homesickness.”

This verse might seem to contradict what the apostle has just been saying. In
the preceding verses he has been longing for the glorified body. But here he says
that he is willing rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the
Lord, that is, willing rather to be in the disembodied state that exists between
death and the Rapture.

But there is no contradiction. There are three possibilities for the Christian,
and it is simply a matter of which is most to be preferred. There is the present life
on earth in this mortal body. There is the state between death and the coming of
Christ, a disembodied state, but one in which the spirit and soul are consciously
enjoying Christ’s presence. Finally, there is the consummation of our salvation
when we receive our glorified bodies at the coming again of the Lord Jesus. Paul is
simply teaching in this passage that the first state is good, the second is better,
and the third is best of all.

5:9 The believer should make it his aim to be well pleasing to the Lord. While
his salvation is not dependent on works, his reward in a coming day will be
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directly proportionate to his faithfulness to the Lord. A believer should always
remember that faith is linked with salvation, and works are linked with reward.
He is saved by grace through faith, not of works; but once he is saved, he should
be ambitious to perform good works, and for so doing he will receive rewards.

Notice that Paul wanted to be well pleasing to Him, whether present or
absent. This means that his service on earth was designed to bring pleasure to the
heart of his Lord, whether Paul was still here on earth or whether he was standing
before the Judgment Seat of Christ.

5:10 One motive for being well pleasing to Christ is that we must all appear
before His judgment seat. Actually it is not just a matter of appearing there, but
of being made manifest. The New English Bible correctly says, “We must all have
our lives laid open before the tribunal of Christ.” It is one thing to appearin a
doctor’s office and quite another thing to be X-rayed by him there. The judgment
seat of Christ will reveal our lives of service for Christ exactly as they have been.
Not only the amount of our service, but also its quality, and even the very motives
that prompted it will be brought into review.

Although sins after conversion will have an effect on our service, a believer’s
sins, as such, will not be brought into review for judgment at this solemn time.
That judgment took place over 1900 years ago, when the Lord Jesus bore our sins
in His body on the tree. He fully paid the debt that our sins deserved, and God will
never bring those sins into judgment again (John 5:24). The judgment seat of
Christ has to do with our service for the Lord. It will not be a matter of whether
we are saved or not; that is already an assured fact. But it is a matter of reward
and loss at that time. 5

Hebrews 11:13-16 (NKJV) The Heavenly Hope

13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen
them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they
were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 14 For those who say such things
declare plainly that they seek a homeland. 15 And truly if they had called to mind
that country from which they had come out, they would have had opportunity to

>MacDonald, W., & Farstad, A. (1997, c1995). Believer's Bible Commentary : Old and New Testaments (2
Co 5:1). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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return. 16 But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore
God is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them. 6

11:13 The patriarchs all died in faith. They did not live to see the fulfillment of
the divine promises. For instance, Abraham never saw his numerous progeny. The
Hebrew nation never occupied all the land that had been promised to it. The OT
saints never saw the fulfillment of the promise of the Messiah. But their
telescopic vision brought the promises near, so near that they are pictured as
waving at them in joyful anticipation.

They realized that this world was not their final home. They were content to
be strangers and pilgrims, refusing the urge to nestle to make themselves
comfortable. Their desire was to pass through the world without taking any of its
character upon themselves. Their hearts were set on pilgrimage (Ps. 84:5, Knox).

11:14 Their lives indicated plainly that they were seeking a homeland. Faith
implanted a homing instinct in them which was never satisfied by the delights of
Canaan. There was always a yen for a better land which they could call home.

11:15 In saying that they were seeking a homeland, the writer wants to make
it clear that he is not referring to the land of their birth. If Abraham had desired to
go back to Mesopotamia, he could have done so, but that was no longer home to
him.

11:16 The true explanation is that they were seeking a heavenly homeland.
This is rather remarkable when we remember that most of the promises to the
people of Israel had to do with material blessings on this earth. But they had a
heavenly hope as well, and this hope enabled them to treat this world as a foreign
country.

This spirit of pilgrimage is especially pleasing to God. Darby writes, “He is not
ashamed to be called the God of those whose heart and portion are in heaven.”
He has prepared a city for them, and there they find rest and satisfaction and
perfect peace. 7

6 The New King James Version. 1982. Nashville: Thomas Nelson.

OT Old Testament

"MacDonald, W., & Farstad, A. (1997, c1995). Believer's Bible Commentary : Old and New Testaments
(Heb 11:13). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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Revelation 21:10-22:5 (NKJV)
10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and
showed me the great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from
God, 11 having the glory of God. Her light was like a most precious stone, like a
jasper stone, clear as crystal. 12 Also she had a great and high wall with twelve
gates, and twelve angels at the gates, and names written on them, which are the
names of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel: 13 three gates on the east,
three gates on the north, three gates on the south, and three gates on the west.
14 Now the wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them were the
names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 15 And he who talked with mehad a
gold reed to measure the city, its gates, and its wall. 16 The city is laid out as a
square; its length is as great as its breadth. And he measured the city with the
reed: twelve thousand furlongs. Its length, breadth, and height are equal. 17 Then
he measured its wall: one hundred and forty-four cubits, according to the
measure of a man, that is, of an angel. 18 The construction of its wall was of
jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear glass. 19 The foundations of the wall
of the city were adorned with all kinds of precious stones: (the first foundation
was jasper, the second sapphire, the third chalcedony, the fourth emerald, 20 the
fifth sardonyx, the sixth sardius, the seventh chrysolite, the eighth beryl, the ninth
topaz, the tenth chrysoprase, the eleventh jacinth, and the twelfth amethyst.) 21
The twelve gates were twelve pearls: each individual gate was of one pearl. And
the street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass.
The Glory of the New Jerusalem

22 But | saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its
temple. 23 The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the
glory of God illuminated it. The Lamb is its light. 24 And the nations of those who
are saved shall walk in its light, and the kings of the earth bring their glory and
honor into it. 25 Its gates shall not be shut at all by day (there shall be no night
there). 26 And they shall bring the glory and the honor of the nations into it. 27
But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or causes an
abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.
The River of Life

22 And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding
from the throne of God and of the Lamb. 2 In the middle of its street, and on
either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree
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yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the
nations. And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb
shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him. 4 They shall see His face, and His
name shall be on their foreheads. 5 There shall be no night there: They need no
lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign
forever and ever. 8

21:10, 11 Carried away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, John again
saw Jerusalem descending out of heaven, radiant with the glory of God and
sparkling like a costly gem.

21:12, 13 It was surrounded by a massive wall in which were twelve gates,
graced by twelve angels and bearing the names of the twelve tribes of ... Israel.
Three gates faced each direction of the compass.

The number twelve is used twenty-one times in this book and seven times in
this chapter. It is commonly understood to stand for government or
administration.

21:14 The twelve foundations of the walls bore the names of the twelve
apostles of the Lamb. This may have reference to the fact that they laid the
foundation of the church in what they taught concerning Christ (Eph. 2:20).

21:15, 16 With a gold measuring rod, the angel determined that the city was
approximately twelve thousand furlongs (1400-1500 miles) in length, breadth,
and height. Whether shaped like a cube or a pyramid, it extended far beyond the
bounds of restored Israel.

21:17 The wall was one hundred and forty-four cubits thick. The expression
Gl OO0O2NRAY3I (2 UGKS YSI & dzNdean2tfat the anyelof = (0 K |
verses 9 and 15 used units of measure employed by man.

21:18 The description of the wall (jasper) and the city (pure gold), while hard
for us to visualize, is designed to create an image of magnificence and brilliance.
In that, it succeeds.

21:19, 20 The twelve foundations were adorned with twelve precious stones,
similar to those on the breastplate of the high priest that represent the twelve
tribes of Israel. It is not possible to identify all the jewels with precisio or to
determine their spiritual meaning.

8 The New King James Version. 1982. Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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21:21 The twelve gates are twelve pearls, a reminder that the church is the
pearl of great price for which the Savior sold all that He had (Matt. 13:45, 46).

The street of the city was pure gold, like transparent glass, which speaks of
unspotted glory.

21:22, 23 Certain things are missing from the city. No temple is necessary
because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are there. There is no sun or moon
because the glory of God illuminates it, and the Lamb is the lamp.

21:24 Gentile nations will enjoy its beauty, and the kings of the earth will
come with their tribute to the Lord.

21:25 There are no closed gates because there is perfect security and freedom
of access. There is no night there; it is a land of fadeless day.

21:26 As mentioned, the wealth of the nations will flow to the city, all their
glory and honor.

21:27 Nothing unclean will ever enter there, but only those who are written
Ay GKS [lFYoQa .221 2F [ATFS

22:1, 2 A pure river of water of life flows from the throne of God and of the
Lamb through the middle of the street. On either side of the river grows the tree
of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, no longer forbidden. This suggests God’s
ceaseless provision for every season. The leaves of the tree are for the healing of
the nations is a figurative way of saying that they will enjoy perpetual health.

22:3-5 A. T. Pierson summarizes as follows:

“And there shall be no more curse,” perfect sinlessness; “but the throne of
God and of the Lamb shall be in it,” perfect government; “and His servants shall
serve Him,” perfect service; “They shall see His face,” perfect communion; “and
His name shall be on their foreheads,” perfect resemblance; “And there shall be
no night there,” perfect blessedness; “And they shall reign forever and ever,”
perfect glory. 9
The Character of the City (Rev. 21:9¢22:5)

The eternal city is not only the home of the bride; it is the bride! A city is not
buildings; it is people. The city John saw was holy and heavenly; in fact, it
descended to earth from heaven, where it was prepared. John’s description
staggers the imagination, even accepting the fact that a great deal of symbolism is

31 (22:3-5) Pierson, The Ministry of Keswick, First Series, p. 144.

®MacDonald, W., & Farstad, A. (1997, c1995). Believer's Bible Commentary : Old and New Testaments
(Re 21:10). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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involved. Heaven is a real place of glory and beauty, the perfect home for the
Lamb’s bride.

We have already noted that “the glory of God” has appeared in different
places throughout history. God’s glory dwelt in the tabernacle and then in the
temple. Today, His glory dwells in believers and in His church. For all eternity, the
glory of God will be seen in His holy city. It is the only light the city will need.

The city’s description follows the pattern of cities with which John’s readers
were familiar: foundations, walls, and gates. The foundations speak of
permanence, in contrast to the tents in which “pilgrims and strangers” lived (Heb.
11:8-10). The walls and gates speak of protection. God’s people will never have to
fear any enemies. Angels at the gates will act as sentries!

In this city, saints of the Old Covenant and the New Covenant will be united.
The twelve gates are identified with the twelve tribes of Israel, and the twelve
foundations with the 12 Apostles (see Eph. 2:20). Including the tribe of Levi, there
were actually thirteen tribes; and, including Paul, there were thirteen Apostles.
When John listed the tribes in Revelation 7, both Dan and Ephraim were omitted,
perhaps indicating that we should not press these matters too literally. John is
simply assuring us that all of God’s believing people will be included in the city
(Heb. 11:39-40).

John had measured the earthly Jerusalem (Rev. 11), but now he is invited to
measure the heavenly city. Foursquare means “equal on all sides,” so the city
might be a cube or a pyramid. More importantly, the fact that it is equal on all
sides indicates the perfection of God’s eternal city: nothing is out of order or
balance.

The measurements are staggering! If we take a cubit as eighteen inches, then
the city walls are 216 feet high! If a furlong is taken as 600 feet (measures differed
in ancient days), the city would be about 1,500 miles square! There will be plenty
of room for everyone!

The city’s construction cannot but fascinate us. The walls are jasper, which is a
clear crystal; but the city itself will be made of pure gold, as clear as crystal. The
light of God’s glory will shine throughout the city, resembling a huge holy of
holies.

Building foundations are usually underground, but these foundations will not
only be visible but beautifully garnished with precious stones. Each separate
foundation will have its own jewel, and the blending of the colors will be
magnificent as God’s light shines through.
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No one can be dogmatic about the colors of these gems, and it really does not
matter. Jasper, as we have seen, is a clear crystal. Sapphire is a blue stone, and
chalcedony is probably greenish-blue. The emerald, of course, is green; and the
sardonyx is like our onyx, a white stone streaked with brown, though some
scholars describe it as red and white.

Sardius is a red stone (sometimes described as “blood red”), and chrysolite a
yellow quartz like our modern topaz. Beryl is green and topaz a yellow-green. We
are not sure about the chrysoprasus; some think it is a golden-tinted stone,
others, an apple-green color. The jacinth is probably blue, though some claim it
was yellow; and the amethyst is a rich purple, or blue-red.

Our God is a God of beauty, and He will lavish His beauty on the city He is
preparing for His people. Perhaps Peter had the holy city in mind when he wrote
about the “manifold grace of God” (1 Peter 4:10), for the word translated
“manifold” means “many colored, variegated.”

In ancient times, the pearl was considered a “royal gem,” produced by a
mollusk covering an irritating grain of sand within its shell. But the pearl gates of
the heavenly city will never be closed (Rev. 21:25) because there will be no
danger of anything entering that would disturb or defile her citizens.

John noted that some items were missing from the city, but their absence only
magnified its glory. There will be no temple, since the entire city will be indwelt by
God’s presence. Indeed, “secular” and “sacred” will be indistinguishable in
heaven. The sun and moon will be absent since the Lord is the light of the city,
and there will never be any night (see Isa. 60:19).

The mention of nations in Revelation 21:24 and 26 suggests that there will be
peoples (plural) on the new earth. Since in the eternal state there will be only
glorified beings, we must not think that the earth will be populated with various
nations such as exist today. Instead, these verses reflect the ancient practice of
kings and nations bringing their wealth and glory to the city of the greatest king.
In the heavenly city, everyone will honor the “King of kings” (see Pss. 68:29;
72:10-11; Isa. 60).

In Revelation 22:1-5, we move inside the city to discover that it is like a
beautiful garden, reminiscent of the Garden of Eden. There were four rivers in
Eden (Gen. 2:10-14), but there is only one river in the heavenly city. Ezekiel saw a
purifying river flowing from the temple, certainly a millennial scene (Ezek. 47); but
this river will flow directly from God’s throne, the very source of all purity. Man
was prohibited from eating of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, and
prevented from eating of the tree of life (Gen. 2:15-17; 3:22-24). But in the
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eternal home, man will have access to the tree of life. The river and the tree
symbolize abundant life in the glorious city.

“No more curse” takes us back to Genesis 3:14-19 where the curse began.
Interestingly, even the Old Testament closes with the statement, “Lest | come and
smite the earth with a curse” (Mal. 4:6). But the New Testament announces, “And
there shall be no more curse!” Satan will be consigned to hell; all of creation will
be made new; and the curse of sin will be gone forever.

What will we do in heaven for all eternity? Certainly, we shall praise the Lord,
but we shall also serve Him. “His servants shall serve Him” (Rev. 22:3) is a great
encouragement to us, for in heaven our service will be perfect. As we seek to
serve the Lord here on earth, we are constantly handicapped by sin and
weakness; but all hindrances will be gone when we get to glory. Perfect service in
a perfect environment!

What will this service be? We are not told, nor do we need to know now. It is
sufficient that we know what God wants us to do today. Our faithfulness in life
prepares us for higher service in heaven. In fact, some students think that we shall
have access to the vast universe and perhaps be sent on special missions to other
places. But it is useless to speculate, because God has not seen fit to fill in the
details.

Not only shall we be servants in heaven, but we shall also be kings. We shall
reign forever and ever! This speaks of sharing Christ’s authority in glory. As
believers, we are seated with Christ in the heavenlies today (Eph. 2:1-10); but in
the eternal state, we shall reign as kings over the new heavens and earth. What
an honor! What grace!

Certainly, many interesting questions could be asked about our future abode
in heaven, but most must go unanswered until we reach our glorious home. In
fact, John closed his book by reminding us that we have responsibilities today
because we are going to heaven. 10

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 (NKJV)¢ KS / 2 YF2 NI 2F / KNR a il Qa

13 But | do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have
fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For if we believe
that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who sleep in
Jesus.

“Wiersbe, W. W. (1996, c1989). The Bible exposition commentary. "An exposition of the New Testament
comprising the entire 'BE' series"--Jkt. (Re 21:9). Wheaton, Ill.: Victor Books.
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15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and
remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are
asleep. 16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will
rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be with
the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. 11

4:13 Old Testament believers had an imperfect and incomplete knowledge of
what happened to a person at the time of death. To them sheol was an all-
purpose word used to describe the disembodied state, both of believers and
unbelievers.

They believed that everyone would die eventually, that apparently there
would be one general resurrection at the end of the world, and then a final
judgment. Martha reflected these sketchy views when she said, “I know that he
(Lazarus) will rise again in the resurrection at the last day” (John 11:24).

The Lord Jesus brought “life and immortality to light by the gospel” (2 Tim.
1:10). Today we know that the believer departs to be with Christ at the time of
death (2 Cor. 5:8; Phil. 1:21, 23). The unbeliever is said to be in Hades (Luke 16:22,
23). We know that not all believers will die, but that all will be changed (1 Cor.
15:51). We know that there will be more than one resurrection. At the Rapture,
only believers will be raised (1 Cor. 15:23; 1 Thess. 4:16); the wicked dead will be
raised at the end of the thousand-year reign of Christ (Rev. 20:5).

When Paul first went to Thessalonica, he taught the Christians about Christ’s
coming to reign and the events that would follow. But in the meantime, problems
had arisen regarding those saints who had died. Would their bodies remain in the
graves until the last day? Would they be excluded from participation in Christ’s
coming and in His glorious kingdom? To answer their questions and to allay their
fears, Paul now describes the order of events at the time of Christ’s coming for his
people.

The formula, | do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, is used to alert
readers to an important announcement. Here the announcement concerns those
who have fallen asleep, that is, those believers who have died. Sleep is used to

11 The New King James Version. 1982. Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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describe the bodies of departed Christians, never their spirits or souls. Sleep is an
appropriate simile of death, because in death a person seems to be sleeping. Even
our word cemetery comes from a Greek word meaning “sleeping place”
(koimétérion). And sleep is a familiar simile, because every night we act out this
symbol of death, and every morning is like a resurrection.

The Bible does not teach that the soul sleeps at the time of death. The rich
man and Lazarus were both conscious in death (Luke 16:19-31). When the
believer dies, he is “present with the Lord” (2 Cor. 5:8). To die is to “be with
Christ,” a position which Paul speaks of as “gain” and as being “far better” (Phil.
1:21, 23). This would scarcely be true if the soul were sleeping!

Neither does the Bible teach annihilation. There is no cessation of being in
death. The believer enjoys eternal life (Mark 10:30). The unbeliever suffers
eternal punishment (Mark 9:48; Rev. 14:11).

With regard to those saints who have died, the apostle says that there is no
need for hopeless sorrow. He does not rule out sorrow; Jesus wept at the grave of
Lazarus, though He knew He would raise him in a few minutes (John 11:35-44).
But he rules out the despairing grief of those who have no hope of heaven, of
reunion, of anything but judgment.

The expression others who have no hope invariably reminds me of a funeral |
attended where the stricken relatives clustered around the casket of an unsaved
relative and wailed inconsolably, “Oh, Marie, my God, my God, Marie!” It was an
unforgettable scene of unrelieved hopelessness.

4:14 The basis of the believer’s hope is the resurrection of Christ. Just as surely
as we believe that Jesus died and rose again, so we believe that those who have
fallen asleep in Jesus will be raised and will participate in His coming. “For as in
Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive” (1 Cor. 15:22). His
resurrection is the pledge and proof of ours.

Notice the expression sleep in Jesus or “those who through Jesus sleep.”
Knowing that it is merely the Lover of our souls giving sleep to the bodies of His
beloved ones robs death of its terror.

Our positive assurance concerning those who have died in Christ is that God
will bring them with Him. This may be understood in two ways:

1. It may mean that at the time of the Rapture, God will raise the bodies of
believers and bring them back to heaven with the Lord Jesus.

2. Or it may mean that when Christ comes back to the earth to reign, God will
bring back with Christ those who have died in faith. In other words, the apostle is
saying, “Don’t worry that those who have died will miss out in the glory of the
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coming kingdom. God will bring them back with Jesus when the latter returns in
power and great glory.” (This is the generally preferred meaning.)

But how can this be? Their bodies are now lying in the grave. How can they
come back with Jesus? The answer is given in verses 15—17. Before Christ comes
to set up His kingdom, He will return to take His own people home to be with Him
in heaven. Then at a later date, He will come back with them.

4:15 How did Paul know this? His answer is, this we say to you by the word of
the Lord. He received this as a direct revelation from the Lord. We are not told
how he received it—whether by a vision, by an audible voice, or by the inward
impression of the Holy Spirit. But it is definitely a truth unknown to men up to
that time.

Then he goes on to explain that when Christ returns, the living saints will not
have any precedence or advantage over sleeping saints.

In this verse Paul speaks of himself as one who would be alive at Christ’s
coming (see also 1 Cor. 15:51, 52). However, in 2 Corinthians 4:14 and 5:1, he
speaks of the possibility of his being among those who will be raised. The obvious
conclusion is that we should look for the Lord to come at any moment, yet realize
that we may be called to reach heaven by way of death.

4:16 The exact order of events at Christ’s coming for His saints is now given.
The Lord Himself will descend from heaven. He will not send an angel, but will
come Himself!

It will be with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with the trumpet
of God. Several explanations have been offered as to the significance of these
commanding sounds, but frankly it is almost impossible to speak with finality
about them:

1. Some feel that the shout is the voice of the Lord Jesus Himself which raises
the dead (John 5:25; 11:43, 44) and changes the living. Others, like Hogg and Vine,
say that the shout is the archangel’s voice.

2. The voice of Michael, the archangel, is commonly understood as an
assembling command for the OT saints, since he is so closely associated with
Israel (Dan. 12:1; Jude 9; Rev. 12:4-7). Others think its purpose is to revive Israel
nationally. And still others suggest the voice of an archangel summons the angels
as a military escort to accompany the Lord and His saints through enemy territory
back to heaven (cf. Luke 16:22).

OT Old Testament
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3. The trumpet of God is the some as the last trumpet of 1 Corinthians 15:52,
which has to do with the resurrection of believers at the time of the Rapture. It
calls the saints to eternal blessing. It is not to be confused with the seventh
trumpet of Revelation 11:15-18, which signals the final outpouring of judgment
on the world during the Tribulation. The last trumpet here is the last for the
church. The seventh trumpet of Revelation is the last for the unbelieving world
(though it is never specifically called the “last trumpet”).

The bodies of the dead in Christ will rise first. Whether this includes the OT
saints is debatable. Those who think it does point out that the archangel’s voice is
heard at this time, and that he is closely linked with the destinies of Israel (Dan.
12:1). Those who think that the OT saints will not be raised at the Rapture remind
us that the phrase in Christ (the dead in Christ) is never applied to believers who
lived before the Church Age; these believers will probably be raised at the end of
the Tribulation (Dan. 12:2). In any case it is clear that this is definitely not a
general resurrection. Not all the dead are raised at this time, but only the dead in
Christ.

4:17 Then the living shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to
meet the Lord in the air. The word Rapture, which we use to describe this first
phase of the Lord’s return, is derived from the verb used here in the Latin Bible
meaning caught up. 13 A “rapture” is a snatching away or a catching up. It is used
of Philip in Acts 8:39, of Paul in 2 Corinthians 12:2, 4, and of the male Child in
Revelation 12:5.

The air is Satan’s sphere (Eph. 2:2), so this is a triumphal gathering in open
defiance of the devil right in his own stronghold.

Think of all that is included in these verses! The earth and the sea yielding up
the dust of all the dead in Christ. Then the transforming miracle by which this dust
is formed into glorified bodies, free forever from sickness, pain, and death. Then
the space-flight to heaven. And all of this taking place in the twinkling of an eye (1
Cor. 15:52).

Men of the world have difficulty believing the account of the creation of man
in Genesis 1 and 2. If they have difficulty with creation, what will they do with the
Rapture—when God will recreate millions of people from the dust that has been
buried, scattered, strewn, or swept up on the beaches of the world?

13(4:17) The Latin past participle raptus, from the verb rapere. Jerome’s exact wording in the Vulgate is
“rapiemur cum illis” (we shall be raptured with them).
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Men of the world are enthusiastic about space travel. But can their greatest
exploits compare with the wonder of traveling to heaven in a split second without
taking our own atmosphere with us, as the space men have to do when they go
on short hops to outer space?

In connection with Christ’s coming there is a sound to hear, a sight to see, a
miracle to feel, a meeting to enjoy, and a comfort to experience.

It is also good to notice the recurrence of the word Lord in these verses: the
word of the Lord (v. 15), the coming of the Lord (v. 15), the Lord Himself (v. 16),
to meet the Lord (v. 17), to always be with the Lord (v. 17).

Forever with the Lord! Who can tell all the joy and blessedness that is included
in these words?

4:18 Therefore comfort one another with these words. Thoughts of the Lord’s
coming do not produce terror for the believer. It is a hope that thrills and cheers
and comforts. 12

wS@StFraA2yY 2SS |1 I S D2RQa ¢NHziK Owm
How can mortal man penetrate beyond the grave and find assurance and peace
for his own heart? From Old Testament days till the present, mankind has tried to
solve the riddle of death and the afterlife. Philosophers have wrestled with the
guestion of immortality. Spiritists have tried to communicate with those who

have gone beyond.

In our modern world, scientists have investigated the experiences of people
who claimed to have died and returned to life again. They have also studied
occult phenomena, hoping to find a clue to the mystery of life after death.

Paul solved the problem when he wrote, “For this we say unto you by the
Word of the Lord” (1 Thes. 4:15). We Christians need not wonder about death or
life after death, for we have a revelation from God in His Word. Why substitute
human speculation for divine revelation?

It is important to note that the revelation concerning death and the afterlife
was not given all at one time. Many cults use verses from the Psalms and
Ecclesiastes to “prove” their false doctrines. These verses seem to teach that the
grave is the end, or that the soul “sleeps” till the resurrection. We must keep in
mind that God’s revelation was gradual and progressive, and that it climaxed in
the coming of Christ “who abolished death, and brought life and immortality to

?MacDonald, W., & Farstad, A. (1997, c1995). Believer's Bible Commentary : Old and New Testaments (1
Th 4:13). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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light through the Gospel” (2 Tim. 1:10, NAsB). We look to Christ and the New
Testament for the complete revelation concerning death.

God gave Paul a special revelation concerning the resurrection and the return
of Christ (see 1 Cor. 15:51-54). What Paul taught agreed with what Jesus taught
(John 5:24-29; 11:21-27). And God’s revelation is based on the historic fact of
Christ’s resurrection. Since our Saviour has conquered death, we need not fear
death or the future (1 Cor. 15:12ff). The authority of God’s Word gives us the
assurance and comfort we need.

Return: Christ Is Coming Again (1 Thes. 4:14¢15)

We have noted the emphasis on the return of Christ in the Thessalonian letters.
Paul related Christ’s return to salvation (1 Thes. 1:9-10), service (1 Thes. 2:19—-
20), and stability (1 Thes. 3:11-13). In this paragraph, he related it to sorrow, and
he showed how the doctrine of Christ’s return can comfort the brokenhearted.

Paul applied the word sleep to those believers who died. Jesus used the same
expression (John 11:11-13). Paul was careful to state that Jesus died; the word
sleep is not applied to His experience. It is because He died that we need not fear
death.

However, Paul did not say that the soul went to sleep at death. He made it
clear that the soul of the believer went to be with the Lord: “them also which
sleep in Jesus will God bring with Him” (1 Thes. 4:14). He cannot bring them when
He returns unless they are with Him. It is not the soul that sleeps; it is the body.
The Bible definition of death is given in James 2:26—“For as the body without the
spirit is dead.” At death, the spirit leaves the body, and the body goes to sleep
and no longer functions. The soul-spirit goes to be with the Lord, if the person has
trusted Jesus Christ. “Absent from the body, and... present with the Lord” (2 Cor.
5:8).

The fact of our Lord’s return is comfort to us in bereavement, because we
know that He will bring with Him His people who have “died in the Lord.” | recall
stating to a friend, “I hear you lost your wife. I’'m very sorry.” He replied, “No, |
didn’t lose her. You can’t lose something when you know where it is—and | know
g KSNB @ankhe authdrity éf the Word of God, we also know what will
happen: Jesus Christ will one day return and bring His people with Him.

When will this event occur? Nobody knows, and it is wrong to set dates. The
fact that Paul used the pronoun we in 1 Thessalonians 4:15, 17 suggests that he
expected to be alive when the Lord returned. Theologians call this the doctrine of
the imminent return of Christ. Imminent means that it can happen at any
moment. As Christians, we do not look for signs, nor must any special events
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transpire before the Lord can return. These great events will take place “in a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye” (1 Cor. 15:52).

Jesus Christ will return in the air, and this is where we shall meet Him (1 Thes.
4:17). Suddenly, millions of people will vanish! One summer a church camp staff
staged an elaborate “rapture” while the camp director was off the grounds. When
he returned, everybody was missing, clothing was on the ground as though
people had “passed through” it, a motorboat was circling on the lake without
pilot or passengers, and everything in the kitchen was functioning without a cook.
A carefully timed phone call from town (“Hey, what’s happening? Everybody’s
missing over here!”) only added to the effect. “I've got to admit,” said the
director, “it really shook me for a minute.” Just think of what effect this event will
have on a lost world!

Whether we Christians live or die, we have nothing to fear because Jesus will
come either with us or for us! The fact of His return is a comfort to our hearts.
Resurrection: The Christian Dead Will Rise (1 Thes. 4:15¢16)

When Paul preached the doctrine of the resurrection to the Athenian
philosophers, most of them mocked him (Acts 17:32). To the Greeks, being rid of
the body was their great hope. Why would any man want to have his body
resurrected? Furthermore, how could his body be resurrected, when the
elements of the body would decay and become a part of the earth? To them, the
doctrine of resurrection was foolish and impossible.

When Jesus Christ returns in the air, He will issue the “shout of command” and
the “dead in Christ shall rise first” (1 Thes. 4:16). This does not mean that He will
put the elements of the body together again, for resurrection is not
“reconstruction.” Paul argued for the resurrection in 1 Corinthians 15:35ff. He
pointed out that the resurrection of the human body is like the growing of a plant
from a seed. The flower is not the identical seed that was planted, yet there is
continuity from seed to plant. Christians shall receive glorified bodies, like the
glorified body of Christ (Phil. 3:20-21; 1 Cor. 15:47-58). The dead body is the
“seed” that is planted in the ground; the resurrection body is the “flower” that
comes from that seed.

Passages like John 5:28-29 and Revelation 20:1-6 indicate that there are two
resurrections in the future. When Jesus Christ returns in the air, He will call to
Himself only those who are saved through faith in Him. This is called “the first
resurrection” or “the resurrection of life.” At the end of time, just before God
ushers in the new heaven and earth, there will be another resurrection. This is
called “the second resurrection” or “the resurrection of judgment.” Between
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these two events, | believe that the Tribulation on earth and the 1,000-year-
kingdom will occur.

In Paul’s day, the Pharisees believed in the resurrection of the dead, but the
Sadducees did not (Acts 23:8). Jesus taught the doctrine of the resurrection and
silenced the Sadducees (Matt. 22:23—-33). The Old Testament Scriptures taught
this doctrine (Job 14:13-15; 19:23-27; Ps. 16:9-11; Dan. 12:2). The fact that Jesus
arose from the dead proves that there is a resurrection.

Three unique sounds will be involved in this event: the Lord’s shout, the sound
of the trumpet, and the voice of the archangel. Jesus Christ will give “a shout of
command,” just as He did outside the tomb of Lazarus (John 11:43). Those “in the
graves shall hear His voice” (John 5:28).

First Corinthians 15:52 also relates His return to the sound of a trumpet. The
Jewish people were familiar with trumpets, because trumpets were used to
declare war, to announce special times and seasons, and to gather the people for
a journey (see Num. 10). In the Roman Empire, trumpets were used to announce
the arrival of a great person. When God gave the Law to Israel, the event was
preceded by a trumpet blast (Ex. 19:18-20).

Why “the voice of the archangel”? The only archangel who is named in the
Bible is Michael (Jude 9), who apparently has a special ministry to Israel (Dan.
10:21; Rev. 12:7) According to Daniel 10:13, there is more than one archangel; so
we cannot be sure that it will be Michael’s voice. At any rate, the angelic hosts will
share in the victory shout when Jesus Christ comes.

The Christian doctrine of resurrection assures us that death is not the end. The
grave is not the end. The body goes to sleep, but the soul goes to be with the Lord
(Phil. 1:20-24). When the Lord returns, He will bring the soul with Him, will raise
the body in glory, and will unite body and soul into one being to share His glory
forever. This leads us to the fourth fact that gives us comfort and assurance in the
face of death.

Rapture: Living Believers Caught Up (1 Thes. 4:17)

The word rapture is not used in this section, but that is the literal meaning of
“caught up.” The Latin word rapto means “to seize, to carry off”; and from it we
get our English word “rapture.”

| once heard the Greek scholar, Dr. Kenneth S. Wuest, preach on this passage
and explain the various meanings of the Greek word that is translated “caught
up” in 1 Thessalonians 4:17. Each of these meanings adds a special truth to the
doctrine of our Lord’s return.
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G¢2 Ol 04OK [ hisigthedrddSatoR ih Actd 8188, where the Spirit
“caught away Philip” after he had led the Ethiopian to Christ. When the Lord
returns in the air, we who are alive will be caught away quickly, in the twinkling of
an eye. This means we should live each moment in the expectation of our Lord’s
return, lest He come and find us out of His will (1 John 3:1-3).

G¢2 &aSAT Seelohh6:15. HOEs Quggest that Satan and his armies
will try to keep us from leaving the earth? | trust it does not suggest that some of
the saints will be so attached to the world that they must literally be dragged
away. Like Lot being delivered from Sodom, they will be scarcely saved (Gen.
19:16).

Gc2 Of FAY T2 Nbhis2igws thelRaptiré fyom BuSLbrd sPdint of
view as He comes to claim His bride.

G¢2 Y20S U2 Pdul us¢gd$his wdrdwhe®I described his visit to
heaven (2 Cor. 12:1-4). Jesus Christ has gone to prepare a home for us (John
14:1-6), and when He comes, He will take us to that glorious place. We are
pilgrims and strangers in this world. Our true citizenship is in heaven (Phil. 3:20—
21).

G¢C2 NBAaOdzS SeeMBsY3:1R Thif shiggestktBat the church will be
taken home before the time of Tribulation that will come to the world from God.
First Thessalonians 1:10; 5:9 seem to state this clearly.

Will the unsaved world be aware of what is happening? Will they hear the
shout, the voice, and the trumpet? First Corinthians 15:52 indicates that this will
happen so suddenly that it will be over in the twinkling of an eye. Since the shout,
voice, and trumpet apply to God’s people, there is no reason to believe that the
unsaved masses will hear them. If they do, they will hear sounds without
meanings (see John 12:27-30). Millions of people will vanish instantly, and no
doubt there will be chaos and great concern. Except for those who know the Bible
teaching, the world will wonder at what has happened.

Reunion: Christians Forever with the Lord (1 Thes. 4:17¢18)

You and | shall meet the Lord in the air, in person, when He comes for us. The
Greek word translated “meet” carries the idea of meeting a royal person or an
important person. We have walked with Christ by faith here on earth, but in the
air we shall “see Him as He is” and become like Him (1 John 3:1-2). What a
meeting that will be!

It will be a glorious meeting, because we shall have glorified bodies. When He
was here on earth, Jesus prayed that we might one day see His glory and share in
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it (John 17:22-24). The suffering that we endure today will be transformed into
glory when He returns (Rom. 8:17-19; 2 Cor. 4:17-18).

It will be an everlasting meeting, for we shall be “forever with the Lord.” This
was His promise: “I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where |
am, there ye may be also” (John 14:3). The goal of redemption is not just to
rescue us from judgment, but to relate us to Christ.

Our meeting with the Lord will also be a time of reckoning. This is called “the
Judgment Seat of Christ” (Rom. 14:10; 2 Cor. 5:10). The Greek word bema, which
is translated “judgment seat,” referred to the place where the Olympic judges
awarded crowns to the winners. Our works will be judged and rewards will be
given (1 Cor. 3:8-15).

The Judgment Seat of Christ must not be confused with the White Throne
Judgment described in Revelation 20:11-15. You may contrast these two
important events as follows:

Judgment Seat White Throne Judgment
ofChrist
Only believers All
Immediately after the After the thousand year kingdom
Rapture
Determines rewards for Determines amount of judgment
service

We will not only meet our Lord Jesus Christ at the Rapture, but will also be
reunited with our believing friends and loved ones who have died. “Together with
them” is a great statement of encouragement. Death is the great separator, but
Jesus Christ is the great Reconciler.

The Bible does not reveal all the details of this reunion. When Jesus raised the
widow’s son from the dead, He tenderly “delivered him to his mother” (Luke
7:15). This suggests that our Lord will have the happy ministry of reuniting broken
families and friendships.

On the Mount of Transfiguration, the three disciples knew and recognized
Moses and Elijah (Matt. 17:1-5). Certainly, the saints will know each other in
glory, including believers we have never met. “For now we see through a glass,
darkly; but then face to face: now | know in part; but then shall | know even as
also I am known” (1 Cor. 13:12).

In the next chapter, we will see how Paul related this doctrine of the return of
Christ to the unsaved. But it would be good for us now to examine our own hearts
to see if we are ready to meet the Lord. One mark of a true Christian is his eager
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looking for the coming of Jesus Christ (1 Thes. 1:10). As we grow in the Lord, we
not only look for His appearing, but we love His appearing (2 Tim. 4:8). Because
we have this hope in Him, we keep our lives pure so that we may not be ashamed
at His coming (1 John 2:28-3:3).

Robert Murray McCheyne, the godly Presbyterian preacher, used to ask
people: “Do you think Jesus Christ will return today?” Most of them would reply,
“No, not today.” Then McCheyne would say, “Then, my friend, you had better be
ready; for He is coming at such an hour as ye think not” (Luke 12:40).

Death is a fact of life. The only way we can escape death is to be alive when
the Lord Jesus Christ returns. Death is not an accident; it is an appointment: “It is
appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment” (Heb. 9:27). If you
should die today, where would your soul go?

| once saw a quaint inscription on a gravestone in an old British cemetery not
far from Windsor Castle. It read:

Pause, my friend, as you walk by;
As you are now, so once was .
As | am now, so you will be.
Prepare, my friend, to follow me!

| heard about a visitor who read that epitaph and added these lines:
To follow you is not my intent,
Until | know which way you went!

We Christians have wonderful assurance and hope, because of the
resurrection of Jesus Christ and His promised return.
Do you have that hope today?
Which way are you going? 13

1 Corinthians 15:50-58 (NKJV) Our Final Victory

50 Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of
God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 51 Behold, | tell you a mystery: We
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed— 52 in a moment, in the twinkling
of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 53 For this corruptible must put on

BWiersbe, W. W. (1996, c1989). The Bible exposition commentary. "An exposition of the New Testament
comprising the entire 'BE' series"--Jkt. (1 Th 4:13). Wheaton, Ill.: Victor Books.
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incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this
corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then
shall be brought to pass the saying that is written:

G5SIF0K Aa aglff206SR dzLJ Ay DAO0H2NE ®¢
55 dh 5SIFUKX gKSNBE Aa e2dzNJ adAy3akK

h | I RSaX GKSNBE Aa &2dz2NJ OAOG2NEKE
56 The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to
God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always

abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the
Lord.

15:50 Now the apostle turns to the subject of the transformation that will take
place in the bodies of believers, both living and dead, at the time of the Lord’s
Return. He prefaces his remarks with the statement that flesh and blood cannot
inherit the kingdom of God. By this he means that the present body which we
have is not suited to the kingdom of God in its eternal aspect, that is, our
heavenly home. It is also true that corruption cannot inherit incorruption. In
other words, our present bodies which are subject to disease, decay, and
decomposition, would not be suited for life in a state where there is no
corruption. This raises the problem, then, of how the bodies of living believers can
be suited for life in heaven.

15:51 The answer is in the form of a mystery. As previously stated, a mystery
is a truth previously unknown, but now revealed by God to the apostles and made
known through them to us.

We shall not all sleep, that is, not all believers will experience death. Some will
be alive when the Lord returns. But whether we have died or are still alive, we
shall all be changed. The truth of resurrection itself is not a mystery, since it
appears in the OT, but the fact that not all will die and also the change of living
saints at the Lord’s Return is something that had never been known before.

15:52 The change will take place instantly, in the twinkling of an eye, at the
last trumpet. The last trumpet here does not mean the end of the world, or even
the last trumpet mentioned in Revelation. Rather, it refers to the trumpet of God
which will sound when Christ comes into the air for His saints (1 Thess. 4:16).
When the trumpet sounds, the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed. What a tremendous moment that will be, when the earth and the sea
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will yield up the dust of all those who have died trusting in Christ down through
the centuries! It is almost impossible for the human mind to take in the
magnitude of such an event; yet the humble believer can accept it by faith.

15:53 We believe that verse 53 refers to the two classes of believers at the
time of Christ’s Return. This corruptible refers to those whose bodies have
returned to the dust. They will put on incorruption. This mortal, on the other
hand, refers to those who are still alive in body but are subject to death. Such
bodies will put on immortality.

15:54 When the dead in Christ are raised and the living changed with them,
0KSy akKlFlff o0S oNRdAKIH G2 LI aa GKS
iy @A Qda.298P How magnificent! C. H. Mackintosh exclaims:

What are death, the grave, and decomposition in the presence of such power as
this? Talk of being dead four days as a difficulty! Millions that have been
mouldering in the dust for thousands of years shall spring up in a moment into
life, immortality and eternal glory, at the voice of that blessed One. 56

15:55 This verse may well be a taunt song which believers sing as they rise to
meet the Lord in the air. It is as if they mock Death because for them it has lost its
sting. They also mock Hades because for them it has lost the battle to keep them
as its own. Death holds no terror for them because they know their sins have
been forgiven and they stand before God in all the acceptability of His beloved
Son.

15:56 Death would have no sting for anyone if it were not for sin. It is the
consciousness of sins unconfessed and unforgiven that makes men afraid to die. If
we know our sins are forgiven, we can face death with confidence. If, on the other
hand, sin is on the conscience, death is terrible—the beginning of eternal
punishment.

The strength of sin is the law, that is, the law condemns the sinner. It
pronounces the doom of all who have failed to obey God’s holy precepts. It has
been well said that if there were no sin, there would be no death. And if there
were no law, there would be no condemnation.

The throne of death rests on two bases: sin, which calls for condemnation, and
the law which pronounces it. Consequently, it is on these two powers that the
work of the Deliverer bore. 57

°°(15:54) C. H. Mackintosh, The Mackintosh Treasury: Miscellaneous Writings by C. H. Mackintosh, p.
125.

>’ (15:56) Godet, First Corinthians, p. 446.
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15:57 Through faith in Him, we have victory over death and the grave. Death is
robbed of its sting. It is a known fact that when certain insects sting a person, they
leave their stinger imbedded in the person’s flesh, and being thus robbed of their
“sting,” they die. In a very real sense death stung itself to death at the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ, and now the King of Terrors is robbed of his terror as far as the
believer is concerned.

C. Concluding Appeal in Light of the Resurrection (15:58)

In view, then, of the certainty of the resurrection and the fact that faith in
Christ is not in vain, the Apostle Paul exhorts his beloved brethren to be
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that
their labor is not in vain in the Lord. The truth of resurrection changes
everything. It provides hope and steadfastness, and enables us to go on in the
face of overwhelming and difficult circumstances. 14

Death (vv. 4457).The heavenly kingdom is not made for the kind of bodies
we now have, bodies of flesh and blood. So when Jesus returns, the bodies of
living believers will instantly be transformed to be like His body (1 John 3:1-3),
and the dead believers shall be raised with new glorified bodies. Our new bodies
will not be subject to decay or death.

Sigmund Freud, the founder of psychiatry, wrote: “And finally there is the
painful riddle of death, for which no remedy at all has yet been found, nor
probably ever will be.” Christians have victory in death and over death! Why?
Because of the victory of Jesus Christ in His own resurrection. Jesus said, “Because
| live, ye shall also” (John 14:19).

Sin, death, and the Law go together. The Law reveals sin, and the “wages of sin
is death” (Rom. 6:23). Jesus bore our sins on the cross (1 Peter 2:24), and also
bore the curse of the Law (Gal. 3:13). It is through Him that we have this victory,
and we share the victory today. The literal translation of 1 Corinthians 15:57 is,
“But thanks be to God who keeps on giving us the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ.” We experience “the power of His resurrection” in our lives as we yield to
Him (Phil. 3:10).

First Corinthians 15:58 is Paul’s hymn of praise to the Lord as well as his closing
admonition to the church. Because of the assurance of Christ’s victory over death,
we know that nothing we do for Him will ever be wasted or lost. We can be

“MacDonald, W., & Farstad, A. (1997, c1995). Believer's Bible Commentary : Old and New Testaments (1
Co 15:50). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
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steadfast in our service, unmovable in suffering, abounding in ministry to others,
because we know our labor is not in vain. First Corinthians 15:58 is the answer to
Ecclesiastes, where thirty-eight times Solomon used the sad word vanity. “Vanity
of vanities, all is vanity!” wept Solomon; but Paul sang a song of victory! 15

BWiersbe, W. W. (1996, c1989). The Bible exposition commentary. "An exposition of the New Testament
comprising the entire 'BE' series"--Jkt. (1 Co 15:29). Wheaton, Ill.: Victor Books.
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The Judgment Seat of Christ 16

What does it involve?

Only believers will appear before the judgment seat of Christ. The
"great While throne” judgment described in Rev. 20:11-15 is for
unbelievers.

What is it?

Al his judgment seat. Jesus will determine a believer's faithfulness to
Him and reward each person appropriately (1 Cor. 3:11-15). This
will not be a determination of one's eternal destiny, that issue is
decided the moment a person believes in Christ.

Whao will preside?

The risen Christ.

Where will it oeour?

Hesaven (58]

When will it occur?

The Scriptures do not specify when this will occur, It is obviously at
a time when all Christians are gathered in heaven,

What is the nature of these
eternal rewards?

Some commentators consider the varkous "crowns” mentioned in the
NT as the rewards (1 Cor, %:25: 2 Tim, 4:8; James 1:12: 1 Pet. 5:4:
Rev. 2:10). These will eventually be placed before the throne of God
(Rev. 4:10). Others paint to the parable of the minas in Luke 19:11
27 and see the prospects of serving and ruling in eternity as being
directly tied to our faithfulness on earth. We do not know the exact
nature of the "new heavens and new earth” or "the kingdom of
Cod.” But the Scriptures do seem to imply that eternity will involve
serving and reigning (Matt. 253:21, Z3; Rev. 22:3, 3).

Why s this doctrine
significant’?

Enowing that in the future we will stand before Jesus Christ and
face a review of our lives should motivate us (o live righteously and
faithfully in the present.

How can we prepare [or our
eternal “audit™?

Walle by faith, not by sight (5:7). Develop a longing for heaven (5:8).
Make it cur chief aim in life to please the Lord (5:9). Keep the
Judgment seat of Christ in view (5:10).

'*Radmacher, E. D., Allen, R. B., & House, H. W. (1999). Nelson's new illustrated Bible commentary (2 Co
5:5-7). Nashville: T. Nelson Publishers.
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