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Text: Matthew 16:13-20 (KJV)  When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 

disciples, saying, Whom do men say that I the Son of man am? 14 And they said, Some say that thou art 

John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets. 15 He saith unto them, But 

whom say ye that I am? 16 And Simon Peter answered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living 

God. 17 And Jesus answered and said unto him, Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona: for flesh and blood hath 

not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which is in heaven. 18 And I say also unto thee, That thou art 

Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19 And I 

will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be 

bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 20 Then charged 

he his disciples that they should tell no man that he was Jesus the Christ. 

Intro: 

1. Matthew introduces the term “Keys to the Kingdom” after Peter’s confession that Jesus is the 

messiah.  

2. The keys in Matthew are binding and loosing 

3. John refers to this as remitting and retaining of sins. 

Body: 

1. A “key” was a sign of authority, for a trusted steward kept the keys to his master’s 

possessions and dispensed them. 

2. Peter was told he would possess the keys and be able to bind and loose people.  

a. This privilege of binding and loosing was seen in Peter’s life as: 

i. he had the privilege on the day of Pentecost to proclaim the gospel and 

announce to all those who responded in saving faith that their sins had 

been forgiven (Acts 2).  

ii. He was able to do the same thing with the household of Cornelius (Acts 

10-11; cf. Acts 15:19-20).  

3. The same privilege was given all the disciples (John 20:22-23).1  
John 20:21-23 (KJV) Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent 
me, even so send I you. 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, 
Receive ye the Holy Ghost: 23 Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and 
whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained. 

                                                           
1Walvoord, J. F., Zuck, R. B., & Dallas Theological Seminary. (1983-c1985). The Bible knowledge 

commentary : An exposition of the scriptures (2:58). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books. 



4. The expressions bind and loose were common in Jewish legal phraseology meaning to 

declare forbidden or to declare allowed.2  

5. “Bind” is translated from the Greek word deo, (deh’-o), which means tie together, 

imprison, force, restrict, prohibit, cause illness or physical hardship, to put in chains 

6. Loose is translated from the Greek word Luo,(llou-a) which means to release, to dissolve, 

loose from ropes or straps, set free, release from a condition or circumstance, to ruin by 

tearing or breaking, do away with, put an end to. 

7. In the context of Matt. 16:19 they are judicial. This explains the neuter whatever; it does 

not say “whomever.” In other words this is referring to judgments  

8. The tenses of will be bound and will be loosed are significant. It is written in such a way 

as to mean “will have been bound” and “will have been loosed.”3  

a. All this must be understood in the context of 18:15–17, 

 
Matthew 18:15-18 (KJV) Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell 
him his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast gained thy 
brother. 16 But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one or two more, that in the 
mouth of two or three witnesses every word may be established. 17 And if he shall 
neglect to hear them, tell it unto the church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him 
be unto thee as an heathen man and a publican. 18 Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye 
shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth 
shall be loosed in heaven. 

 

here Christ laid out specific instructions for dealing with sin in the church. The 

sum of it all means that any duly constituted body of believers, acting in accord 

with God’s Word, has the authority to declare if someone is forgiven or 

unforgiven. The church’s authority is not to determine these things, but to declare 

the judgment of heaven based on the principles of the Word.4  
 

Closing: 

1. Key to bind and loose 

2. Key to forgive or retain sin 

3. Let us not put any Christian under bondage and quince the Holy Spirit by binding and 

retaining instead of loosing and forgiving. 
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