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A topical study: Blessings or Curses

POWER OF THE SPOKEN WORD



INTRODUCTION

A Bible Study
Presented and prepared by: Pastor Bob Adkins
On: December 12, 2007

All scriptures taken from the New American
Standard Bible (NASB) 1995 update



MAIN TEXIT

James 3:13
! Let not manyof youbecome teachers, my
brethren, knowing that as such we will incur a
stricter judgment.? For we all stumble in many
ways.If anyone does not stumble in what he
says, he is a perfect man, able to bridle the
whole body as well? Now if we put the bits into
the horses' mouths so that they will obey us, w
direct their entire body as well.



MAIN TEXIT

James 3:45
4 Look at the ships also, though they are so
great and are driven by strong winds, are still
directed by a very small rudder wherever the
inclination of the pilot desires> So also the
tongue is a small part of the body, angletit
boasts of great things. See how great a forest |
set aflame by such a small fire!



MAIN TEXIT

James 3.68
® And the tongue is a fire, theveryworld of
Iniquity; the tongue is set among our members
as that which defiles the entire body, and sets
on fire the course ofour life, and is set on fire
by hell.” For every species of beasts and birds,
of reptiles and creatures of the sea, is tamed
and has been tamed by the human racé.But
no one can tame the tonguett is a restless evil
and full of deadly poison.



MAIN TEXIT

James 3:910

9 With it we blessour Lord and Father, and with
It we curse men, who have been made In the
likeness of Godi9 from the same mouth come
both blessing and cursing. My brethren, these
things ought not to be this way.



MAIN TEXT

James 3:}12
11 Does a fountain send out from the same
openingboth fresh and bitterwater?12 Can a
fig tree, my brethren, produce olives, or a vine
produce figs? Norcan salt water produce fresh.



DEFINITION OF BLESSING

Original Greek:

I A4 - —_— AN -]

divine favor,commendation( eulogydo ) , a d o |
praise, consecration,benefit, blessing , bounty, fair
speech.

In New Testament translated as:
blessing(11), bountiful gift(2), bountifully(2),
flattering speech(1)



DEFINITION OF A CURSE

Original Greek

g A DA{KhtAra, kat-ar” -ah);

imprecation (to invoke evil on, to utter curses),
invoke a power to harm, execration (the act of
cursing or denouncing)curse

In New Testament Translated as:
accursed(1), curse(3), cursed(1), cursing(l).



INTRODUCTION TO JAMES 3

The believers James wrote to were having
problems with their tongues (1:26; 2:12; 4:1,
11912).

Of course, the tongue is not the problem; it is
the heart (v. 14; Matt. 12:35937).



WORDS REVEAL CHARACTER

Matthew 12:33-37
33 "Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or
make the tree bad and its fruit bad; for the tree is
known by its fruit.2* "You brood of vipers, how can you
being evil, speak what is good? For the mouth speaks
out of that which fills the heart3>"The good man
brings out ofhis good treasure what is good; and the
evil man brings out othis evil treasure what is evil3°
"But | tell you that every careless word that people
speak, they shall give an accounting for it in the day o
judgment. 3’ "For by your words you will be justified,
and by your words you will be condemned."



QUESTIONS FOR SELF ANALYSIS
In regards to what you say:
Who is in control

What will the consequences be

What are my motives



SELF ANALYSIS: QUESTION 1

Who is in control104)?

I/ your t ongue. §LsSiiusscieses
what you say seriously (v. 1), and your whole body
will be under His discipline (v. 2).

Just as a horse needs a rider holding the reins, anc
a ship needs a pilot at the rudder, so your tongue
needs a master; and God is the only one who can
do the job.



SELF ANALYSIS: QUESTION 2

What will the consequences b&5012)?

Are you starting a fire that may get out of control
and do a lot of damage?

Are you turning loose a dangerous beast or
poisoning a refreshing spring?

Once your words are spoken, you cannot take then
back, so look ahead.



SELF ANALYSIS: QUESTION 3

What are my motiveg13018)?
Is there bitterness in your heart or envy?

Are you speaking from C
of the world?

Are you a peacemaker or a troublemaker?

If your heart is right before God (Heb. 4:12), He wil
use your words to produce the right kind of fruit.



THE BELIEVERS REST

Hebrews 4:911

9 So there remains a Sabbath rest for the
people of God!° For the one who has entered
His rest has himself also rested from his works,
as God did from His!! Therefore let us be
diligent to enter that rest, so that no one will
fall, throughfollowingthe same example of
disobedience.



